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St. ETHELDREDA’s CHURCH: THE MOVIE
On many occasions Hatfield’s parish church has appeared in film as a backdrop in television programmes and countless wedding videos. But it has never before been the subject
itself of such ‘cinematic’ attention as it has received recently.
Last year, on a visit up the church tower, HLHS member Jon Brindle saw the clock mechanisms and the carillon (a large musical box) and discovered that neither had worked for
years. Both pieces of equipment, it turned out, were rare and valuable. Jon then tracked
down a clock expert who brought both back into working order last summer.
Of course, not many people get a chance to go up the church tower, notwithstanding the
spiral stairs are steep and narrow. A few photos were published
and an article appeared in the local ‘paper about the clock and
the carillon and this appeared to be the end of the matter for a
while - until the idea of filming them in action occurred to Jon.
He was greatly encouraged by the recently retired church
rector, Richard Pyke, and granted ‘access all areas’.
At this point, a great opportunity presented itself to make a
comprehensive film about St. Etheldreda’s - and just at the
right time too - in the run-up to the Remembrance Services, its
parade plus the various Christmas services, nativity play, choir
practises etc which show the church as a vibrant community hub. The DVD cover of the film
Jon said, “I thought we should make a documentary style film
that was both informative and entertaining but not too ‘dusty’. Many people from St. Eth’s
congregation appeared in it, almost incidentally, as they went about their individual
activities in support of the church. We filmed flower arrangers; those involved tidying up
the cemetery; bellringers; various musical rehearsals; a guided tour; and we learnt many
surprising things. In many respects we happened to capture something of a ‘moment in
time’ and were quite fortunate to be there at such a busy period”.
Filming began in October 2015 and was completed in early January. The film lasts for one
hour and 40 minutes and includes 19 features about Hatfield’s ancient church, parts of
which date back to the late 1100’s. There is even a ghost story and the appearance of three
future monarchs - all children of Henry VIII.
The film is available in DVD format at £10 per copy via the email address below or directly
to: Malcolm.Caie@gmail.com or call 01707 881819. All sale proceeds go to the church.
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The Tank Returns To Hatfield Park
(Well, a replica anyway!)
Many of our members do not live in the area now and may not be aware that a famous local
feature of the Park has appeared to come back and pay us a visit. As most members will
know, the original WW1 tank trials took place, in secret, within the Park in February 1916.
King George V, Prime Minister Asquith and Lord Kitchener were among the VIP’s who witnessed those early trials. In 1919, Lord Salisbury was gifted one of tanks and it was displayed near the viaduct until about 1970, when it was sent to Bovingdon Museum for some
restoration work; it has remained there since.
But now, for this summer season, a replica of the Mark IV tank, and based upon the original
‘Mother’ design used in the first trials. It was created by Mac and William McCullough to
Commemorate the centenary of the start of WW1. They named it after one of their relatives Edwin McCullough - who enlisted in 1916 and served in the Royal Tank Regiment. The
‘B14’ under his name on the replica tank, was his call signal.
Edwin was killed the following year on the first day of the Battle of Messines.
The first tanks were used in the Battle of the Somme at Fers-Courcellette in September 1916
and, from that point, they ‘revolutionised warfare’ and changed the course of WW1.

The replica Mark IV tank appears to be
driving through sandbags and barbed wire

Sheila and brother David stand on top of the
original tank with their cousin Paul in 1967
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HATFIELD PHOTO EXHIBITION
St. Etheldreda’s church is in constant need of maintenance, repair and improvements. A new
fundraising appeal has just begun and £500,000
needs to be raised to safeguard this Grade 1 Listed
Building. Patron, Lord Salisbury, has generously
invited use of the Park and buildings to host events
to raise money. Sunday June 26th is the day when
most activities will take place. We are currently
trying to organise a photo exhibition of all things
Hatfield within the old Riding School, close to the
restaurant. The Society is to provide displays, but
this is an opportunity to showcase some hitherto
MP Grant Shapps is shown some of the
unseen photos; perhaps yours! Every picture tells a damage to plasterwork caused by damp
story, and we’d be grateful if you would share something you think could be of interest. We
could copy your snaps or you could scan and email to us at: hatfieldhistory@ntlworld.com

