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T h e  A G M  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  M a y  a t  O x l e a s e  C e n t r e  w h e n  B r i a n
L a w r e n c e ,  a s  c h a i r m a n  r e p o r t e d   o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f
t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d ,  w i t h  r e g r e t ,  t h a t  d u e
t o  p e r s o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t s  D e n n i s  J e n n e r  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  u n d e r t a k e  t h e
o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y .  B r i a n  e x p r e s s e d  t h a n k s  t o  D e n n i s  f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
a s  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  a s  t r e a s u r e r  a n d  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  h i s
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

A s  a l l  t h e  r e t i r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s e r v e  f o r  a
f u r t h e r  p e r i o d  a n d  n o  f u r t h e r  n o m i n a t i o n s  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  c o m m i t -
t e e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  w i l l  b e :

F r a n k  C l a y t o n   R e g  C o l e m a n     F r a n k  C o x
I s o b e l  C o x    S t a n  H u c k l e     D e n n i s  J e n n e r
B r i a n  L a w r e n c e   J o h n  P e n n i n g t o n    R o n  W h i t e
O f f i c e r s  w i l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b u t  a s  n o  o n e  h a d  o f f e r e d

t o   b e   s e c r e t a r y   t h e   c h a i r m a n   w o u l d   b e   p l e a s e d   t o   c o n s i d e r   c o - o p t i n g   a 
v o l u n t e e r   f r o m   t h e   g e n e r a l   m e m b e r s h i p .   I f   y o u   t h i n k   t h a t   y o u   c o u l d   h e l p , 
p l e a s e   r i n g   B r i a n.

A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a  t a l k  o n  t h e  “ U s e  o f  B e l l s  T h r o u g h  T h e
C e n t u r i e s ”  w a s  g i v e n  b y  S t a n  H u c k l e .  T h i s  e v o k e d  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g
d i s c u s s i o n  b o t h  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  l o c a l l y .

V i s i t  O n  t h e  1 1 t h  M a y  a  p a r t y  o f  m e m b e r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  H e r t f o r d  B r e w e r y o f
M c M u l l e n  a n d  S o n s .  T h i s  c o m p l e m e n t e d  a  t a l k  w e  h a d  l a s t  y e a r o n  t h e  R e d
L i o n  a n d  t h e  M c M u l l e n  f a m i l y .  T h e  t o u r  t o o k  a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s  a n d  w e  w e r e
s h o w n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b r e w i n g  p r o c e s s e s  u n d e r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  a s  u s e d  i n  d a y s  g o n e  b y .  T h e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e
c o m m e n t a r y  a n d  q u i p s  p r o v i d e d  b y  M r .  D e n n i s  R u t t l e d g e  e n s u r e d  a  m o s t
e n j o y a b l e  a f t e r n o o n .

M e m b e r s ’  m e e t i n g  A b o u t  2 5  m e m b e r s  a s s e m b l e d  a t  t h e  B r e a k s  M a n o r
o n  t h e  3 0 t h  M a r c h  a n d  a m o n g s t  a r t e f a c t s  o f  w a r t i m e  m e m o r a b i l i a  s p e n t  a
p l e a s u r a b l e  a f t e r n o o n  r e m i n i s c i n g  o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  w a r t i m e  H a t f i e l d .
P h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  a n d  t a p e d  m u s i c  o f  t h e  t i m e  p r o v i d e d
b a c k g r o u n d  t o  V E  m e m o r i e s .  T h a n k s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  t o  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  w h o
h e l p e d  p r e p a r e  a n d  s e r v e  t e a .

P a r k  S t r e e t  C h a p e l  A  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  o n  t h i s  c h a p e l  h a s  b e e n
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  ( U R ) .  A n  a b r i d g e d   v e r s i o n
w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  a  l a t e r  a r t i c l e .  R e f e r e n c e  i s  m a d e  t o  t h e  R a i l w a y
M i s s i o n  i n  t h e  F i r s t  R i g h t  o f  W a y  w h i c h  w a s  l a t e r  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e
S a l v a t i o n  A r m y .  S e a r c h  y o u r  m e m o r i e s  a n d  a r c h i v e s  f o r  t h i s !



Well field   Hospital   &  Wellfi eld   Trust Researched by Dennis Jenner

Poor Law  legislation  was  originally  enacted  during  the  reign of
Elzabeth I.  Wellfield  Hospital  was  erected  in  1783/1788  on land
donated by the then Earl of  Salisbury  who paid the building costs of
£2,077. 15s.Od. and Architect's fees  of  £51. 17s. 0d.  On completion the
building was taken into use as a workhouse.
In 1835 a change in  legislation  placed  control  in the hands of the
Poor Law Commissioners  who  united  the  parishes  of Hatfield, North
Mimms, Northaw and Essendon under the title "Hatfield Union". It meant
that people in any of these  parishes  could  be  placed in any of the
local workhouses whereas previously they  had  been restricted to that
in their awn parish.
At this time the Commissioners agreed to  pay an annual rental of £110
to the Parish Council.
As a result of the Local Government Act 1929 the Hatfield Union's Poor
Law function was transferred to  the  Hertfordshire County Council who
continued to pay the rent. Exactly  when  the  building ceased to be a
workhouse is not known but it  became  a hospital for chronically sick
and infirm elderly ladies. There were 72 beds.
In 1948 legislation introduced  the  National  Health  Service and the
Area Health Authority took control of  the hospital. The HCC continued
to use part of  the  building  until  1984  when it ceased occupation,
handed the keys to the Parish Council and stopped paying rent.
At this stage the Area Health  Authority  took over the whole building
and stopped paying rent  on  the  grounds  that  the legislation which
brought it into  existence  gave  it  ownership  as  it  had  with most
hospitals in the country. No deed of sale or lease could be discovered
and, if they had ever existed, probably had been destroyed.
In the latter part of the last century a curate at the Hatfield parish
church burnt a large number of documents to provide storage space. The
documents were not listed but  it  was  deduced that they included pre
1835 Overseers records, pre 1843  Vestry  minutes  and pre 1871 church
records.
The control of the building seems to have been dealt with by exchanges
of letters, many of which are  missing.  It is possible that they were
stored in the Public Records Office in  London and were lost when that
building was damaged by enemy action in World War II.
After considerable negotiation it was agreed that ownership was vested
in the Hatfield Parish Council.  The  Area Health Authority bought the
property paying the Council the amount of £680,000, which could not be
used for general parish expenditure but  had,  by  law, to be used for
the relief of the poor in Hatfield.
The Wellfield Trust.  was  formed  on  lines  approved  by  the Charity
Commissioners, one of the conditions  being  that the capital sum must
Remain intact and on1y the interest dispersed. The Trust has been ab1e to give finan-
cial help  to  individual  parishioners and provide local
communal facilities for people seeking work,
By permission of the  Charity  Commissioners  the  Trust maintains the
Coronation Gardens in Hatfield town centre.

Jim Flegg's Garden Noticed in the Daily Telegraph of 23 May this year by Anns
Elkins. "One of my 'finds' was a little finger of a garden, lonq and
extremely thin, on the hill leading to the church in Hatfield.
It was like an elaborate sponqe cake. A brilliant display of old fashioned
flowers was planted beside the narrow path. Then came, just above that,
inverted bottles on sticks, from the hollow bases of which grew more flowers,
some trailing, some upright. Above that, on bird-tables, were a dozen or
more model houses. It sounds grotesque but it was glorious. Recently in the
area, I went to remind myself of it, the garden had vanished without a
trace."




