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Editorial Letters
 Hatfield Then and Now Exhibition

Two years ago we, at St Michael's,
organised an exhibition whereby we
were loaned photographs of Hatfield
and we mounted copies alongside
each of how the particular view ap-
pears today. We were also loaned
other exhibits, such as Baptism gowns
and Wedding dresses as examples
"through the ages". The exhibition had
mixed success in that the exhibits
were excellent but we were still being
offered material when the week was
nearly over. The exhibition was popu-
lar but many people expressed disap-
pointment that they had not heard
about it until it was over. In order to
resolve this and, hopefully, to raise
much needed funds for the Church,
we are intending to stage another ex-
hibition this coming Michaelmas, from
Sunday 21s1 until Sunday 28* Septem-
ber. We are also organising a Wine
and Cheese Reception evening on
Friday 26th so the exhibition may be
viewed outside the normal working
day.

In order to stage a successful exhi-
bition we are heavily dependant on
being "loaned" material that we can
exhibit and are hoping that you will be
able to help us. You may rest assured
that the exhibition will be stewarded at
all times and that the exhibits will be
kept secure. Wherever possible we
will display copies rather than the orig-
inal.

Roger Fisher

possible to give the time to this
even though it is only three
monthly. I will somehow fit in
the September and December
editions and hope that some-
body else will take over in the
New Year. Obviously I will
make myself available during
the handover period to assist
the new incumbent and will con-
tinue to prepare articles for in-
clusion as and when I can.

With what little input I have
managed lately on the commit-
tee I will look forward to contin-
uing at least until the next AGM.”

Local Hatfield items reported in
the minutes of the Welwyn Hat-
field Heritage Forum meeting held
on the 24th of June 2008 included
a report on Brian Lawrence’s Hat-
field Heritage Sign project. Signs
have been designed by a graphic
designer/creator but the project is
becoming very complicated due
to planning regulations.

The Hatfield Library open day
in May was very successful with
55 people attending during the
day.

48 children from Stroud Green
School visited Hatfield to re-enact
the 1934 evacuation.

The Hatfield cinema building is
due to be demolished, artefacts
should be sought for archiving.

Reg Coleman was actioned to
write to Melbourn regarding the
75th anniversary of the comet race
in 1934.

Blue plaque project. Applica-
tion forms for nominating a person
or building will be prepared with
articles in the local papers and
flyers in libraries etc.

At the committee meeting held
on the 14th of August the chair-
man reported that he had re-
ceived a letter from Frank Cox
tendering his resignation from the
appointment of Newsletter editor
as from the end of the year. say-
ing “sincerely and regretfully I
must relinquish my job as editor of
the Newsletter. My personal and
family commitments make it im-

NEW POLICE HQ
The former de Havilland air-

craft company’s offices have
been transformed into the
town’s new police station and
Central Area HQ.

The Grade II-listed buildings
where the world’s first jet airlin-
er was created will serve as
the HQ for policing the districts
of Welwyn Hatfield, Hertsmere
and St. Albans.

The buildings purchased by
Hertfordshire Police Authority
are the old administration and
canteen blocks . These 1920s
buildings have been carefully
restored and refurbished to re-
tain their character and herit-
age.

Local historians and experts
in the history of the site have
contributed to the design and
development enabling it to be-
come a fitting monument to the
legacy of de Havilland.

Extract from ‘HERTS beat ‘



METHODISM IN HATFIELD

Born at Woodside, on the 4th of
December 1837, the younger son of
John Church of Woodside Place, Wil-
liam Church's great-uncle made a for-
tune in London, enabling him in 1779 to
purchase the Woodside Estate. Educat-
ed at Harrow and University College,
Oxford, he entered the medical profes-
sion and was for many years Physician
at St Bartholomew's Hospital. He was
twice elected president of the Royal
College of Physicians and sat on sever-
al Royal Commissions. In 1901 he was
created a baronet, made a KCB the
following year and received several
honorary degrees.

Sir William always took a lively
interest in local affairs, was elected an
original member of both Parish and Ru-
ral District Councils in 1894 and at the
same time became a member of the
Board of Guardians. He chaired the
Parish Council from 1899 - 1902, the
Rural District Council and the Board of
Guardians from 1901-1918. He also
represented Hatfield on the County
Council and a member of the Hatfield.
Parochial Church Council. In politics he
was a Liberal Unionist.

In his later years Sir William
was remembered as having been
"guide, philosopher and friend to all with
whom he was associated... being con-
stantly referred to, his advice sought, on
every conceivable subject".

In 1875 he married his cousin,
Sybil Constance Bigge of Ightham Moat,
Kent, who pre-deceased him. Sir Wil-
liam died at Woodside Place on 27
April 1928 and is buried at St Mark's
Church, Woodhill.

For the second year running
our Society had a stand at the
Kaleidoscope Festival. Our
small exhibition displayed photo-
graphs of de Havillands and
BAe.  We also had booklets for
sale and handed out old news-
letters to those who were inter-
ested. The day went by very
quickly; many people stopped to
look at the photographs and
asked lots of questions about the
aircraft industry, about Hatfield
and about our Society.  One per-
son who was particularly inter-
ested was Grant Shapps, our

MP.   He has a great interest in
aviation and flies a small plane
from Panshanger Airfield.  He
spent sometime looking at the
display asking questions and
taking photographs to show his
son at home.

I would like to thank Joan Co-
bern, Heather Richardson, Miri-
am Gaskin, Reg Coleman, and
Terry Pankhurst for making this
another successful day.  Attend-
ing this type of festival raises the
profile not only of our Society but
of Hatfield and its rich heritage.

HATFIELD PARISH
COUNCIL

CHAIRMEN (2)
Sir William Selby Church

Bart., KCB
By Peter C. Clark

KALEIDOSCOPE FESTIVAL 2008
Chris Martindale

Grant Shapps MP viewing the display with Chris

Wesley, on  a  visit  to his sister
Nancy who lived in Fore Street,
read prayers in Hatfield Parish
Church.

In 1851 the Moo Cow chapel was
opened in a barn in the Two
Brewers pub in Church Street
until 1888 to be followed in  1889
by the Wesleyan Chapel in
French Horn Lane and, finally,
Birchwood Church in 1938.

Birchwood Methodist Church
in Heathcote Avenue, Hatfield
celebrated its Golden Jubilee in
1988 and, to mark the auspi-
cious occasion, a booklet was
published giving the history of
the church and remembering
some notable events and per-
sonalities.

Probably the earliest link with
Methodism  in  Hatfield  dates
from  1736   when   Charles



DAVID WILLSON REMEMBERS

Coming down the hill from
Countess Anne’s School we of-
ten met Lord Plumer, who on
passing a group of mothers with
their prams, pushchairs and tod-
dlers, would be greeted with a
chorus from the mothers of
“Good afternoon, sir” to which he
replied with a very broad smile
“Good afternoon, ladies”. A few
yards further up the hill he would
pass a group of small children
leaving school who chanted a
chorus of “Hello, sir” to which he
replied with a “Hello” for each
child. He was on his way home
to St. Audrey’s, the large house
on the corner of Church Street
and Church Lane.

If his train happened to be late
coming to Hatfield we would see
him marching down the Great
North Road where he would
cross Batterdale to get to the
Belisha crossing. He always
went out of his way to get to the
crossing.

I know nothing of his back-
ground other than that his father
was a Field Marshall at the time
of the Great War and was asso-
ciated with Earl Haig.

Research shows that with his
severe face and white mous-
tache, General Sir Herbert
Charles Onslow Plumer looked
like the archetypal Great War
butcher. In reality he was one of
the most successful First World
War generals but because he left
no personal papers nor pub-
lished any memoirs he has been
largely overlooked in debates
about the conduct of the war on
the Western Front.

He was born at Torquay on
the 3rd of March 1857. He was
educated at Eton and in 1876
was commissioned in the York
and Lancaster Regiment. A life-
long infantryman he served in
India and Aden. In 1884 he was
in action in the Sudan where he

was mentioned in despatches.
After a three year appointment
in the Channel Islands he re-
turned to South Africa in 1893.
He was well known to Rhodes
and Baden Powell and played
an important part in the relief of
Mafeking. He was knighted in
May 1902 and promoted to Ma-
jor General later that year. He
became Lieutenant General in
1908. At the start of the first
world war he commanded the
British Second Army, planning
his battles meticulously and
achieving a considerable de-
gree of popularity with his men.
The Battle of Messines Ridge in
1917, where the Germans were
blasted off the ridge by a series
of deep-tunnelled mines,
achieved all its objectives and at
a fraction of the usual cost. After
this he was given the difficult job
of salvaging the Passchendaele
campaign and then sent to Italy
to restore order after the disas-
trous battle of Caporetto. Lloyd
George, who had lost confi-
dence in the CIGS, sought
Plumer as a replacement but he
declined the post. Plumer re-
turned to the Western Front in
time to help repel the great Ger-
man attacks of spring 1918, of-
fering exemplary leadership at
the Battle of the Lys where the
Germans came near to achiev-
ing the breakthrough that both
sides had striven to make for
four years.

After the war he was given a
peerage and made a Field-Mar-
shal. He served as Governor of
Malta and High Commissioner
in Palestine, became President
of MCC, and was active in the
House of Lords. He was made
Baron Plumer of Messines and
Bilton in the County of York. He
then took over as Governor and
Commander in Chief of Malta
until 1924. He died in London on
16 July 1932, and was buried in
Westminster Abbey.

In 1884 he had married Annie
Constance Goss and they had
three daughters, Eleanor, Sybil
and Margaret and one son Thom-
as Hall Rokeby.

Thomas Hall Rokeby Plumer
was born in 1890 and educated
at Eton. He also served as an
officer in the war, being awarded
a Military Cross. In 1919, he mar-
ried Monica, eldest daughter of
Brig-Gen. Henry Tempest-Hicks,
CB. At this time Thomas seems
to have clashed with his mother,
Lady Constance Plumer. It was
probably at her instigation that
her husband broke off contact
with his son and never met or
spoke with him again after 1919.

Thomas and his wife with their
three daughters, Anne Veronica
Tempest born1921, Daphne
Chrystal Monica Mary Tempest
born 1924 and Rosemary Diana
Elizabeth Lavinia born 1929 were
living at Gladsmuir, Monken Had-
ley Barnet until eventually they
settled at St. Audreys, Church
Street in Hatfield, on a 21 year
lease from Michaelmas 1937.

On his father's death in 1932
he was raised to the peerage as
2nd Viscount Plumer of Messines.
Having no sons, the title became
extinct on his death in February
1944. Lady Plumer remained
at St. Audrey’s until the sum-
mer of 1948. Her lease was
surrendered and a  new one
was granted to the Hertford-
shire Society for the Blind for
21 years starting  at Michael-
mas 1948.

Of  her two daughters, Anne
married John Leapman in 1952
and  Rosemary married Fred-
erick Lowry-Corry in 1949 but
Daphne died unmarried in
1966.

Whilst living in Hatfield the
Hon. Rosemary Plumer attend-
ed the Girl Guide camps and
was a Patrol Leader in the 1st

Hatfield Guide Company when
Millicent Rumbelow was Cap-
tain.






