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In response to Transportation Beyond the Seas (June newsletter), a member writes:
Reading the latest issue of the Hatfield Local History Society June 2009, I thought you may want to
publish this story concerning one of my family's ancestors who originated from Hatfield in 1800's.
James Greenham was born 1821 died 1842. He was one of five children whose parents were Richard
Greenham born 1798 died 1868. He married Martha Humphrey (b 1803 d 1829) in 1819 (first marriage). James was an agricultural worker who worked for Mary Hart at Red Hall Farm, North
Mimms. He was sentenced in 1842 for 7 years transportation to Australia for stealing: 6lbs of bread
worth 1/ 8d, 1.5 lbs of butter (1/ 6 d) and half peck of peas (9d) from his employer.
In 1842 James left London aboard the convict ship (hulk) ‘Waterloo’. Although classed as A1 by
Lloyds of London, she leaked water like a sieve when passing through rains squalls in the tropics.
With the seams opening up, it became necessary to pump her regularly.
After a few weeks at sea, scurvy broke out forcing the captain to call at Cape Town, South Africa to
load fresh supplies. When she anchored in Table Bay, he went ashore leaving his mate in charge.
Severe storms swept in and she dragged her anchors ashore, and was wrecked at Table Bay South
Africa 1842.
Boats tried to help rescue some survivors, others swam ashore through raging seas. But the loss of
life was enormous particularly amongst the convicts who were kept below decks until the last moment.
James was among the 143 drowned with 14 members of crew, 15 of the 99th Regiment sent to guard
the convicts, 4 soldiers wives and 14 soldiers children.
Maybe some other members of our Hatfield Local History Society would like to print their stories to
so we can gain a better insight into their history? And if any members have any information on the
Greenham's they would like to share, please could they contact me by email if that’s okay? Any info
gratefully received!
So, many thanks Sheila and Jon.
Kind Regards,
Richard William Greenham

Hatfields’ Cinema - Recollections please!

For Sale: Hatfield Cinema
August 2009

Hi Hatfield history - i was wondering if you could
tell me what the history of Hatfield
bingo hall is - i understand it is to be demolished
and I cant believe it. I have always
loved the look of the place, even when it was a
bingo hall it had a certain style to it.
I have never been inside and would love to see
any images you have of it.
Thank you so much for your help in this matter.
Molly Draper
Editors reply..... Page 2

Contacts:
Editors: Jon Brindle & Sheila Whittingham c/o Mill Green
Museum, Hatfield, AL9 5PD
Sec: Chris Martindale

Hatfield Cinema: Editors reply:
The original cinema, at 46 The Common ,was named The
Regent. It had 700 seats and opened on the 7th October 1935.
It was later to become The Odeon, Classic and Curzon
before finally becoming a Chequers Bingo Hall.
In 1969 a 21 year lease was granted to a company called
Panton. They introduced bingo, initially just once a week.
Gradually bingo became more popular than cinema. The last
ever film shown was The Godfather, shown on the Saturday
matinee of June 2nd 1973.
Bingo took over full time from then until it ceased to operate
in c2006. The premises are currently up for sale for about
£1.8million. We are advised that planning permission has been granted to demolish the old cinema to allow
shops and flats to be built there.
Apparently it was not a Listed building! The owner kindly allowed Sheila and I access to take (many) photos. The one above was taken of the stage, from the balcony.
The long vertical groups of organ pipes can still be seen either side of the stage. We were told that an organist, in time honoured fashion, rose through the floor before playing.
We couldn’t find any evidence of a trap-door though!
We were also told that, apart from films, other shows took place. Apparently Norman Wisdom appeared
there once! Has anybody else any recollections?
*Information sourced from ’Cinemas of Hertfordshire’ by Allen Sykes with Keith Skone

Miss Godfrey
Long-Serving Teachers of Hatfield
I was very interested to read in the June edition of the
Newsletter the article by Jon Brindle on the life of
Miss Violet Godfrey, a well-known resident of Hatfield for most of her long life. Whilst I never knew
Miss Godfrey her name was familiar to me when I
was growing up in the town. As the article states, her
father owned a draper’s shop in Fore Street and I
thought you might be interested to see the attached
postcard, post-marked 1932, which shows the shop on
the right-hand side of Fore Street with Mr Godfrey’s
name above it. Fore Street was, of course, the main
shopping street in the town in the days when it formed
part of the Great North Road and remained so well
into the twentieth century though by the time Mr
Godfrey took over the business from another longstanding Hatfield family, the Sharps, the street’s commercial influence had diminished.
Reading about Miss Godfrey’s life reminded me of
several other teachers who spent most, if not the
whole of their careers in Hatfield. As indicated above,
I was not taught by Miss Godfrey but I know a
number of my contemporaries who were her pupils
and who spoke fondly of her later in their lives.
Another similar character was Miss (Winnie) Butterfield who was my first teacher when I joined Countess
Anne’s Primary School in the 1940s. I believe her

father worked on the Gascoyne Cecil Estate and she
lived in a cottage in Glebeland. It is probable that
she spent her whole teaching career in Hatfield and I
retain vivid memories of her as she gently introduced
the new five year old pupils to the daily school routine. Her delight was to use her skills on the school
piano and my abiding memory of her was to see that
rotund figure hunched over the keys as she led us
with great gusto as we sang a hymn at the beginning
and end of each school day.
Two headmasters who fall into a similar category in
terms of their long years spent educating
generations of Hatfield families were Mr B H (Bertie)
Oliver and Mr T L (Tom) Padgett. Several
of my uncles were among Mr Oliver’s pupils and
were never slow to relate tales of their memories of
their days at St Audrey’s School. My less respectful
relations used to refer to him as “Bald-Headed Oliver”
on account of his initials and the fact that he was
tonsorially-challenged, as one often hears in this
politically correct age, though I am sure that this
nickname was never used in the headmaster’s hearing.
Undoubtedly some of the senior members of the
Local History Society could add stories of their days
spent under his regime. I have heard that in his youth
Mr Oliver had been a promising young footballer and
was considered for a career with Wolverhampton
Wanderers. Sadly he did not have a long retirement
following his many years of service to the local

community as he died in rather tragic circumstances in 1950. Though I did not have experience of Mr
Oliver’s teaching methods I was a pupil of his wife, another strict disciplinarian, who taught at Countess
Anne’s and later at Dellfield School.
Mr Padgett is yet another local teacher whom I did
not have the opportunity of meeting in my
”formative” years. I am not sure when he first
arrived in Hatfield but suspect that it was in the late
1930s or during the early post-war years. Initially
he taught seconday pupils at St Audrey’s School but
in the late 1940s he became head of Countess Anne’s
Primary School when it was located in Church
Street, in the present Parish Centre. He served there
for the remainder of his career and in 1962 supervised the relocation of the school into the former St
Audrey’s premises where it still remains.
H. Godfrey’s shop (1st on right) in 1932
Hatfield was a much smaller and more integrated town in those days, the schools were much smaller than
those we have today and the population was less mobile. Whatever the merits of the present education system I believe that these four teachers and many of their contemporaries had a tremendous influence on
Hatfield’s children both in good times and bad during much of the twentieth century until, at least, the
“swinging sixties” and they are still remembered today by many, with a degree of affection and considerable
respect.
By Brian Lawrence
Ex pupil David Cox writes:
I was saddened to hear of the death of Violet Godfrey in the June Newsletter. She was a
lovely lady and one of those people one expects to go on for ever.
She was teaching the class I was in at St.Audrey’s school during the war. When the air raid warning sounded
we all had to take shelter under the stout oak desks. The authorities must have thought they’d give us some
protection if a bomb dropped nearby. Miss Godfrey, as with other teachers, was obliged to sit it out perched
on a high chair in front of the class. She would read to us on these occasions whilst us giggly schoolboys
whispered, out of view, under the desks.
Her writing was a work of art and it was quite beautiful to see it on the blackboard. I’ll always
remember her explaining how to write the letter ‘f ’- “a loop at the top, a loop at the bottom and tie it neatly
around the middle”. She loved letters and writing and endeavoured to pass on that love to her pupils.
I was pleased to have met her a few times in recent years. She was a charming, gracious and wonderful lady.
May she rest in peace. _______________________________________________

Did You Have Any Connections With De Havillands?
The University of Hertfordshire have funding for their de Havilland Airfield Community Heritage Project.
They want to create the broadest possible picture of the site's extraordinary history through the vivid
medium of people's memories, recorded in sound by folk who were there and preserved for future generations.
This means that every dimension of the airfield's life should be represented - every kind of job, the role of
women, sport and social activities....the lot. The University are also interested to hear from people who
weren't employed by de Havilland ‘s directly, but whose lives were touched by the company in some
significant way - a local trader ,factory / or contractor dependent on de Havilland business, for example.
It may be that you weren't an eye-witness to de Havilland history yourself, but know someone who was.
And it doesn't matter where in the world that these people live. Your recollections are wanted!
A group of UoH students are recording memories now. They promise it will be an informal experience they only want to do justice to de Havilland's importance to the area, the UK and to individual people.
Some of those recorded memories will feature in a special 'Reminiscence Event' to be held on the airfield
site this autumn. So please...get in touch. Every bit of help will be greatly valued.
Contact- Andrew Green - Visiting Senior Research Fellow in Oral History, University of Hertfordshire

Rachel Andrews writes:
I hope that you can help me, or at least point me in the right direction of someone who can?
I recently moved into Longmead, Hatfield, and was interested to hear, whilst in the process of buying the property, that
these Longmead flats were possibly built for Managers at De Havilland’s back in the early 1950’s?
I have trailed and waded through the internet and local history books to substantiate these claims and cannot find anything. Therefore I am appealing to you, or any of your members for help.
I am very interested to hear from anyone who has any information about this, or may be able to help me with my
search. I would love to know more.
Thank you in advance, your help will be very much appreciated.

We replied that Rachel may be referring to the blocks of flats that were opposite the DeHav Aviation Admin
and Design blocks called: Altham Court, Rodney Court, Cumberland Court and Haddon Court - which were
demolished c1979......(does anyone know when they were built?).
Were the above Courts ‘Council’ or a private development? Longmead flats, surely, were Council?
We asked Dick Whittingham (89) and his wife Vera, for their recollection:
Dick’s reply:
Neither of us think that the four Courts could have been run by the Council. They were of quite high quality
for their day and I should think that they were almost certainly privately owned.
Vera and I have never heard anything about the flats in Longmead having been intended for D.H. management use. I knew two families who lived in the flats during the late 50s and 60s but they were just ordinary
workers. One of the families moved in after they had been bombed out of their house in Selwyn when a V1
killed their parents.
As for Altham, Rodney, Cumberland and Haddon, they were occupied by ordinary members of the public.
Many of course were workers from D.Hs. I knew quite a number who lived there. At the time when they were
built there were a lot of workers in "digs" in Hatfield and quite a few would have lodged in those flats amongst them John (cat's eyes) Cunningham who lived there with fellow students in his early days. Once
again, I'm sure they were never earmarked for D.H. management.
I really don't know how the story came about. Could it have been just a sales pitch? We have all had experience of the way that estate agents can glamorise the properties that they are trying to sell!
PUB OFFERS HLHS MEAL DEAL
A chance ramble around the Essendon footpaths led
us to the Candlestick pub down West End Lane for
some refreshment (or two).
Many pubs have changed their names over the years
and this pub is no exception.
Within the lounge bar there are old photos of the
pub and an explanation of its recent history. The
owners, MacMullens, have provided the following
information:
Originally there was a pub on the site where the car
park now stands. However, the present pub was
constructed in 1931 and called The Chequers - its
inn sign being a red & white chequered ‘chess’
board.
Back then there was no electricity to the building. The landlord, George Littlechild, used to take the solitary candle from the bar to the cellar, to draw the beer, leaving customers in the dark!
This curious behaviour earned the pub the nickname ‘The Candlestick’ (after its solitary light source).
In 1949 the pub was taken over by Barbara & Den Pallett , who got so fed up with locals always referring to it as The ‘Sticks that, in 1966, they sought permission to change the name to The Candlestick.
Current landlords Rick and Tony have done much to transform the pub since becoming tenants two
years ago. They would also like to extend a welcome to our Society members and will be pleased to
give a 10% discount from food orders - just show a copy of a HLHS Newsletter for ID.
The photo above was taken of the ‘Chequers’ pub c1965. There is also a postcard inserted within the
frame dated 10th March 1966. It is addressed to the ’Candlestick’ and is believed to be the first mail
received bearing the new pub name.

