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DURING THIS FOURTH YEAR
on active service | shall not
attempt to give more that

a brief account, except in

The case of big movements

6" January 1918

The |ife of a ATommyo

decidedly one of many ups and downs
During the first week we were at

rest after our victorious advance West of
Jerusalem we were changed from a
condition of semstarvation (owing to the
transport necessary for the supply of
ammunition, &c & bad weather) to a

state of the highest luxury. Oafficers

had provided us with
of canteen stores, for which we paid the
insignificant sum of 4/2 (20 piastres); and
so we of the Bde. Hq, found ourselves the
proud possessors of tins of biscuits, salmon,
sausages, packets of cigaretteatches and
a Christmas Pudding between two. Added
to these luxuries was a first class ration
including cabbages, rabbits, butter, cheese,
dates, & bread for several days. Now this
avalanche of good things was voted by
everyone to be the best since liegv
England. But this was not allA

Parcel & Letter Mail arrived and moef
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our fellows found a parcel, or, at least,

some fond greeting from their dear ones

at home, so we lived in the height

of millionaires, only hampered by the

fact that for two days and night rain

fell almost continually, giving most

of us aregulaii w a s hand dcavcely

a man had dry blankets, as we lived

in bivouacs, the sheets of which were

far from new. To crown theccasion of

the New Year, or whatever the feasting

was for, four bottles of Bassodos Al e wa
to each man, to drink or give away as

he chose. I, of course, did the latter. Our

camp at this time was on the slope of
AHog6s ddaofthelhighegieaks around,
and about five miles N of the village of

Tahta.

14" January- For the past 4 days | have
improved my knowledge of the buzzer, and

have attained 15 words per m. speed receiving &
can send about 18 to 206s p. min. Our
has been away tterusalem. Heavy rains.

15" Jani Steve and | send an advertisement.
to OXO LTD for their GONG SOUPS (mag. %2 p.)
in Stevebds name to his home address.
16" Jan.i | was in Company Orders for an unpaid
LceCorpl 6s stripe and received the cong
from everyone in the Section.
17" Jan. i Steve, Will Carter & | went to
ZEITOUN PEAK & ridge, and | got a number
of views, including two Shrines (interior & exterior)
| got four films from Cpl. Clark, via S.P. (who has
returned to Section) and paid for them.
18" Jan. i Harry Normanton was coming
and then was unable to get away
19" Jan. i Have been asked to do 2 hours
daily in the officel which | am very pleased
abouti as Steve has given me a lot of practice
and | can read 15 words a minute, and more.
20Jan.iHarry Nor manton 6phoned that he wa
to Jerusalem, and as two men from our lot were
going with the party, | asked to be one of them.
| was sent with Pnr. Reg. Newell and we got to
YJ in the evening, ready to go with the party
inthemorning.s pent the night in Harryos
bivey, Newell finding room with a friend of
2
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his in another, and we awoke at 6 am and
were detailed for mules to ride on as far as
three miledbeyond the village dRam Allah

(Hill of God). After| had cooked some bacon
we had taken with us and had a good
breakfast, we left camgll mounted on mules,
and after a rather rough ride along a meunt
-ainous track we reached the halting place

at 11.30, and after the animals had been fed
they were serttack, while we walked the
remaining six miles into Jerusalem, meeting
a continuous stream of orangellers returning
to the outlying villages after their visit,to
Jerusalemwhere they bought their fruit¥hese
we stopped several times to buy oranfges,,

as they were as cheap as three & four for one
piastre (2zd). The road on which we

travelled fromRam Allah was theDamascusi
Jerusalem road and was in good condition, so
the walk was not unpleasant. Here and there
we saw Syrian Peasants ploughihgir patches
of fertile land,having a couple of oxen in a
Ayokeo attached to the single wooden s

which was curved under and steadied
by another single handle to keep the end
under the ground.

2 ey p
Ouir first sight of T Ve : VC
Jerusalem showed us AN pow
what an immense 5 R\

place it wasThe el

largest dome of the hundred

we saw washat of the Mosque of Omar
which is built on the site where Abraham
offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice, and was
withheld by the Angel (Genesis 22.¥19) A Temple was previously

built on this site by the Crusaders, but was

pulled down , and superceded by the present

Mosque built by the Moslems (describe and photo) Beside this

isthespotonvhi ch stood King Sol omanés

throne from which he passed judgement on

the two women who quarrelled over the

ownership of the baby as mentioned in the

Bible.  Also near is the site of

the threshing floor, on the North side, and in

view also acrosa sort of courtyard (which is the outer court of the Gentiles)

is the ancient Roman Sol dierso6é Barrack






