
CARRYING A TORCH FOR HATFIELD

Ten years ago next month, the Summer Olympics of 2012 were hosted by London. The
first of 8,000 torches was lit from an old miner's lamp (which safely housed the flame that
had been ignited at Olympia in Greece and flown to England, arriving by helipcopter at
Land’s End). It was then borne through the UK
on an 8,000-mile relay route by about 8,000
people – a wide range, including celebrities,
sportsmen and women, military figures and
local heroes. The journey of the flame in the UK
began on 10 May and finished on 27 July.

The occasion drew local recognition. HLHS
Newsletter No. 84  of June 2012 announced:

There will be a Community Fun Day, at Campus West,
WGC on Saturday March 10th starting at 10am. This
is part of the events the Borough is organising around
the “Olympics and Cultural Olympiad.” Our Society will
be having a stand there.

And in No. 86 insert, September 2012:

Hatfield Town Centre Event
Sunday 8th July 2012

On the afternoon of Sunday the 8th July, crowds gathered
to watch the Olympic Torch being carried through Hatfield
Town Centre. To celebrate this event there were many
activities happening in the Market Place and White Lion
Square. Our Society organised a stall there, with display
boards and items from the Mill Green Museum about WW2
in Hatfield. Lots of interest was shown and it was nice to see
so many Hatfield people in the Town Centre despite the
weather.

The Welwyn Hatfield Times recorded:

After passing through WGC earlier in the day, the
Torch made its way to Hatfield House, where
hundreds of people lined the route as torchbearer
Steve Ells from Cheshunt jogged towards the stately
home.... Welwyn Hatfield mayor Helen Bromley was
among the party who welcomed the torch as it
arrived on the steps of the house.... Steve handed
over to 38-year-old Alice Breheny from
Rickmansworth.... The flame then left Hatfield House through George’s Gate and into French
Horn Lane – where it was met by thousands of cheering onlookers. It then stopped briefly at the
University of Hertfordshire’s de Havilland Campus and Hertfordshire Sports Village before
completing its journey in St Albans Road West.
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Jean Lance holding the Olympic Torch, at the
door of her Fore Street house.
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But that was not Hatfield’s only connection with the journey of the Torch. While it
was carried through Hatfield by Steve Ells from Cheshunt, it was Jean Lance from
Hatfield who carried it on the Relay leg between Bishops Stortford and Stansted
Mountfitchet.

Jean Lance

Jean was born and spent her early years in London, and was evacuated to Bletchley in
the war. Afterwards the family moved to Southgate, where Jean attended Cockfosters
Grammar School, excelling at all sports and games. She joined an Athletics Club and
trained in Broomfield Park in Palmer’s Green. Her first really competitive running race
was representing London against a team competing for Holland, when she stayed in the
house owned by the Mayor – a great experience for her at 13 years old!

When Jean left school at 16 she wanted to go to PE college, but she was offered a job in
the city working for Burmah Shell Oil storage and distributing company. As that was
connected to Shell Oil Company she was able to join their Sports Club, Lensbury. The
facilities were first-class; Jean was coached as a sprinter. She tells of running against
Shirley Hampton, one of England’s top athletes, who ran for England and later married
Roger Bannister. She says, “I lost to her –but only by about a second!”

Jean married John Lance in 1950. They bought a house in Fore Street which was in a
dreadful state of repair – but after months of really hard labouring works they had a
beautiful home, and were able to start a family. Meantime Jean went on various sports
coaching courses.
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Hatfield Estate Cricket Club Team, early 1950s in Hatfield Park
Back Row: Gentlemen in suit and Umpire – not known. Players: Len Groom, George Hanlon, John
Withers, unknown. 2nd Row: Vin Berry, Len Dollimore, H. W. “Bert” Shepherd, unknown, John

Lambert. Front Row: Arthur Hare, Mike Russell
_____________________________________________________________________________



The Lance family was very involved in the Hatfield Estate Cricket club. Some of
the players worked in the Park, but others lived and worked nearby. Matches were
played every Saturday and Sunday, either at home (in Hatfield Park) or away at other
grounds. John Lance was the secretary and a player; son Richard also played;
daughter Diane did the scoring; and Jean, with some other wives, prepared the teas.
There was a bar in the park, so it was a great social club. The 5th Marquess of
Salisbury regularly watched these matches, and the whole Salisbury family took a
great interest in the club, which sadly no longer exists.

In 2012, aged 79, a widow, Jean visited her daughter in Australia. While she
was there, the nomination campaign for the torch-bearer selection process for the
Olympics was announced. Jean’s friend Jane Davis, recognizing Jean’s suitability to
be a torch-bearer, as demonstrably a fine runner, and having done much sporting and
charity work, nominated her. Jean was amazed, in Australia, to receive from Jane the
message – “You have been chosen!”

Back in England, Jean trained for the event in the grounds of Hatfield House,
carrying a golf club with weights on it to represent the torch.

The Bishops Stortford section of the relay route was flat, but included the
only hill in the run! On the day – 13 July 2012 – it rained. Jean was accompanied by
policemen running on either side of her.

“It was an honour,” Jean says. “You had to be fit to carry the torch! It was
heavy, with the main weight at the top.”

London 2012 organisers subsequently sold torches which had been used in
the relay on an auction website. Each of the 8,000 runners was entitled to buy their
own torch for £215.

A group of Jean’s neighbours in Fore Street combined to buy the torch Jean
had carried, and presented it to her as a surprise. The manager of the Indian
take-away in Old Hatfield organised a celebratory meal for the occasion.

Since then the torch has been kept in the hearth in Jean’s front hall in Fore
Street, on proud display.

Jean left for Australia again in December 2021, to visit her daughter – and
perhaps to stay?

Hazel Bell
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London's 2012 Olympic Stadium under construction



Wicked Women of Hertfordshire

At the meeting at Hatfield Social Club held on 15 March, Elizabeth Eastwood told us of
a variety of “Wicked Women of Hertfordshire”. She named and shamed several
individuals, shown on slides, but divided them generally into categories of miscreants,

each assigned their appropriate
penalty. Thus we learnt the ways of
scolds (subject to the ducking stool);
vagabonds and rogues (likely to be
sat in the stocks or whipped, perhaps
at the cart’s tail; “incorrigible
rogues” were those who begged in
several parishes); ale-wives who
brewed ale without the necessary
licence; thieves and pick-pockets,
who might be sentenced at the Old
Bailey to transportation – perhaps on
a “floating brothel”; frauds and
tricksters; strumpets, who would be
summoned for admonition or
excommunication to special “bawdy
courts”; witches, who might be sent
to the pillory or gallows; poachers;

cutpurses, committing highway robbery – notably the Wicked Lady herself, Katherine
Ferris of Markyate, and Mrs Elizabeth Turpin, wife of the notorious Dick, co-offender
with her husband.

There was no gender discrimination in the criminal underworld – nor indeed in the
opposing forces of law and order. “Gaolers in Petticoats” abounded in Bridewell and
other such “Houses of Correction” or work-houses, sharing the duties with the men,
including whipping. The Abbey Gatehouse in St Albans was an early example.

But the wickedest of the felons presented to us came from Fore Street in Old Hatfield –
the iniquitous Agnes and George Dell, who in the seventeenth century murdered a young
boy and cut out their daughter’s tongue to prevent her giving witness.

Our speaker also showed us and let us handle two formerly used anti-witch devices: a
hag stone, to be
worn round the neck
or hung on a
bed-post (photo on
left); and a lump of
puddingstone, to be
kept in the pocket, to
keep witches at bay
(photo on right).
Puddingstone is
described in our
Newsletter 48 as a
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A ducking stool - the punishment for scolds,
and a test for witches



naturally-occurring rock renowned for its extreme hardness. It is valued by lapidarists
for its patterns and colouring when polished, and associated by archaeologists and
historians with tool manufacture and route-markers; but farmers curse it for the damage
it does to ploughs, as do civil engineers for its untimely appearance in building
foundation excavations. It is commonly found in Hertfordshire; also to a lesser degree
in smaller quantities in West Essex, parts of Middlesex, Bedfordshire and
Buckinghamshire. It is also known as “Growing Stone”, “Breeding Stone” and “Angel
Stone”.

Hazel Bell

SOCIETY NEWS

Message from the Chairman

This year’s AGM will be held on 13 June 2022 (see below). Due to Covid-19, this will
be our first AGM in person since June 2019. For the years 2019/20 and 2020/21, we
instead published reports and accounts in the June 2021 newsletter.

We look forward to a good turnout at the forthcoming AGM, which will be
followed by a talk on “Cycling Around Hertfordshire with Pevsner”. Nikolaus Pevsner
was famous for his 46-volume series of county-by-county guides. Members will be
relieved to know that the talk will not involve any actual cycling!
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Black-eyed Sue and Sweet Poll taking leave of their lovers who are being sent to Botany Bay



Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great
North Road, Hatfield AL9 5ER):

· Monday, 13 June 2022 (7-9 p.m.): AGM followed by “Cycling Around
Hertfordshire with Pevsner” – a talk by Karen Richardson

· Monday, 11 July 2022 (2-4 p.m.): Summer social meeting

· Monday, 12 September 2022 (7-9 p.m.): “110 years of Aviation Heritage in
Hertfordshire” – a talk by Guy Thomas

· Monday, 12 December 2022 (2-4 p.m.): Christmas social meeting
Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

The agenda for the forthcoming AGM is shown below. Paper copies will be
provided to attending members along with the 2021/22 accounts.

Agenda

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of the 28th AGM (see June 2021
newsletter for a copy)

3. Matters arising not covered elsewhere

4. Chairman’s report

5. Treasurer’s report

6. Election of accounts examiner

7. Election of committee members

8. Any other business

Please send any motions for the AGM by email to
contact@hatfieldhistory.uk or by post to Mrs Chris
Martindale, Secretary, Hatfield Local History Society,
30 Elm Drive, Hatfield, Herts AL10 8NU. Also, if you
would like to join the committee, please let us know via
these same contact details.

Phil Marris, Chairman
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