
THE DEANS OF HATFIELD

John Dean writes of his family's birth and growing up in Hatfield in the last century.

I was born just after the end of
World War II, in October 1945, in the
mansion at Woolmer Park, near
Essendon. Like similar houses it was
used, during and after the War, as a
hospital.

My two younger sisters were born
in the family home in Gracemead,
Hatfield, the site of which is now
Asda’s car park. Gracemead cottages
were built in two rows, circa 1902.
They were numbered 1-43, but 1-20
were renumbered as part of St Albans
Road, whilst our block kept the old

numbers. They were built for workers of the Great
Northern Railway, which became part of the
London & North-eastern Railway in 1923. Thus,
all the householders were, or had been railway
men, making a close-knit community. My father,
Edward Victor (Vic), was an engine driver. When
he was born, in 1902, the Deans had probably
been in Hatfield 40-50 years. His grandfather,
Ephraim, came from Suffolk before 1860.

Thanks to my sister Catherine’s research, we
know that in 1881 Ephraim was aged 46, and a
widower, living with his family in Waltraps, one
of a pair of labourers’ cottages off Chantry Lane.
The site is now part of the University, close to the
junction of Bishops Rise and Woods Avenue.
There were four of Ephraim’s children living at
home: Albert aged 20, Martha 18, David 11, and
Ephraim 8.

No. 127 December 2022  page 1

The Deans of Hatfield 1
Aviation Heritage History in Hertfordshire               3
Society News 5
Obituary: Brian Lawrence 6

Vic Dean with his mother Emily at
29 Primrose Cottages c. 1920s
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Martha married George Smith, also an engine driver. In 1901 they were living in
Harpsfield Hall Cottages with their children and her father. There was an older
daughter, Amelia, who was in service in Plumstead, Kent. She married Horace Gilder
Taylor and they lived in Sandwich. We have not discovered anything else about young
Ephraim.

In 1894 David married Emily Winter.1 Her father, William, worked at Harpsfield
Hall farm, which was eventually swallowed up by the de Havilland Aircraft Company.
Emily’s mother, Emma, was a Higdon from St. Albans. Sadly, David died from
tuberculosis in 1906.

Shortly afterwards Emily moved with her two children to Primrose Cottages in
Beaconsfield Road.2 There were two rows of these cottages but around 1936 the
western row, where Emily lived, became part of Endymion Road. Emily remarried and
was living there with her husband and my father; his brothers Stanley, Sydney, Cyril
and Percy having left home.

My mother, Kathleen Ausden, was born in Belvedere in Kent in 1917. Soon
afterwards the family moved to Southeast London. In her teens she had a clerical job in
New Scotland Yard and used to visit a friend in Hatfield. She loved the area and moved
to lodgings in Mill Green, before the War, but continued to work in London. She
subsequently met my father and they married in August 1944. Afterwards they shared
Emily’s house in Endymion Road. This arrangement lasted only six weeks because a
flying bomb exploded at 4.40 am on 10 October in the grounds of St Audrey’s School
nearby, wrecking the building and badly damaging many cottages. My parents were in
the back of the house and escaped injury, but Emily and her husband were hurt and nine
people were killed.

A few years later my father, who had left school aged thirteen, did a correspondence
course and wrote a vivid account of the incident, describing how they were woken by
the air raid siren and were lying in bed when they heard the low drone of the missile.
They were understandably terrified as it got louder and louder as it approached,
thinking it was sure to hit the house. Fortunately for them, it just cleared the roof tops
before hitting a tree and exploding. Friends gave my parents lodgings until they were
rehoused in Gracemead about two months later.

There was no road at the
front, only a path, beyond
which were acres of allotments.
We could walk along a track to
Briars Lane, near the present
swimming pool. My father had
an allotment roughly where the
doctors’ surgery now is, at the
bottom of Woods Avenue.
Later he got one in French Horn
Lane.

Only one of our neighbours
owned a car: Mr. Brice, who
lived next door to us, had a
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Riley. There was a rough
service road between the two
rows of cottages, but few
vehicles used it.There was the
coal lorry and one driven by a
Mr. Field from St Albans who
delivered household goods.
There was also the Co-op
baker’s van and two milkmen –
the Co-op had a lorry, but
Hollier’s used a horse and cart.
I can remember traipsing to the
Co-op, on the corner of
Beaconsfield Road, for our
weekly shop, with my mother
pushing a large pram shared by
my sisters. A lot of things were
still rationed, and I presume my parents were registered at the Co-op, as it was near
their previous accommodation. Later we shopped at Tingey’s Grocers, which was
next door to Lloyds Bank. All this was before grocers were self-service.

However, times were hard and there were few treats. My father used to play
cricket in Hatfield Park and sometimes my mother would make a picnic and we used
to go and watch the game, although I think my sisters and I enjoyed the picnic more
than the cricket!

Every year the local railway men had a children’s party and fancy-dress; my
mother used to go to great lengths to create inexpensive costumes for us.

In 1964 we moved to South Hatfield. Four years later Gracemead Cottages were
demolished to make way for Woolco’s Superstore.

I still live in Hatfield, within half a mile of where great-grandfather Ephraim
brought up his family.

1. Kelly’s Directory for 1900 & 1903 shows David Dean as the tenant at 16 Beaconsfield Terrace; the 1906
edition shows him at 10 Belmont Cottages which I think were in one of the Rights-of-Way off St Albans
Road in the New Town. However, the family moved to Malting Mead which had been built by Lady
Gwendolen Cecil about 1905 for people with tuberculosis as its elevated position was thought to help those
with the disease. (see Hatfield and Its People, bk 2, p.31 bk 11A p.38). Sadly, David died there. The 1907
edition of Kelly’s shows Mrs Dean as a tenant of Malting Mead; the 1909 edition show she is the tenant of
29 Primrose Cottages. This is the same house which the Smith family moved from “around 1907” to
Malting Mead (see “Old, Old Hatfield” in issue 122 of this newsletter). I wonder if they were related to
George Smith, mentioned in the article?

2. Primrose Cottages were built in the late 1880s and consisted of 37 houses. These were four blocks, two of
which faced east over the railway, (numbered 1-19). The other two blocks faced west, over fields (20-35).
Two further houses, 36 & 37, were adjacent to ‘The Rising Sun’ public house.
There were ten houses in the NW block, (20-29). Number 29 was the southernmost one, next to the alley.
Then came the SW block of six houses. All the cottages were re-numbered c.1936. Those facing east
became odd numbers (43-79) as part of Beaconsfield Road. The two houses next to the ‘Rising Sun’ became
81 and 83 and the pub 85.Those facing west became part of Endymion Road. They were odd numbers, 1 to
the north to 31: 29 Primrose Cottages became 19 Endymion Road.

Eight of the nine fatalities caused by the flying bomb were in the NW block.

No. 127 December 2022  page 3

Hatfield Local History Society Newsletter

Hollier's horse-drawn milk float



Aviation Heritage History in Herts

On 12 September Guy Thomas spoke on 110 years of Aviation Heritage History in
Hertfordshire – from 1912 to 2022. He began by telling us of some individuals to whom
responsibility for its development might be credited.

First, Noel Pemberton Billing, MP for Hertford, and an inventor who filed more than
seventy British patents (including one for the typewriter), produced the world’s first
design for a flying boat in 1912. He met a like-minded engineer, Hubert Scott-Paine,
and set up the Supermarine Aircraft company at Woolston, Southampton.

W. E. Johns was born in 1893 in Bengeo, and attended the Richard Hale School in
Hertford. He joined the Territorial Army, and served as a bomber
pilot in World War I. The many books he subsequently wrote
featuring the fictional airman Biggles were regarded by the Air
Ministry as good propaganda.

From 1916-19 the newly established Royal Flying Corps set
up a training school for fighter-pilots at London Colney, at which
56 Squadron was based; in 1919 the airfield was returned to
farmland. Sir Frederick Handley Page’s company moved to
Radlett in 1929, producing airliners at Cricklewood; then turned
to the production of bombers in World War II.

Our iconic aviation hero, Geoffrey de Havilland, bought 150 acres of farmland and
built the DH Moth aircraft range. He had set up de Havilland Aircraft at Stag Lane,
Edgware, in 1920, then moved it to Hatfield in 1930, where it produced the Comet Air
Racer in 1934, the first jet airliner in 1952 (the DH 106 Comet), and continued to
operate until 1994. Now, the Hatfield ‘Heritage Trail’ devised by the University of
Hertfordshire enables visitors to see some of the original buildings on site, including the
navigation beacon which in the 1930s rotated light beams over a 25-mile radius, and the
erstwhile de Havilland Flying School

- now Hatfield Police Station1.
A total of eleven airfield sites have

existed in Hertfordshire. Besides those
mentioned above there were:
Leavesden (where Rolls Royce
operated), Elstree (which carried out
repairs to aircraft in World War II),
Nuthampstead (where Glenn Miller
gave his last concert), Panshanger
(used as a strategic decoy),
Broxbourne, and the military bases –
Bovingdon, Hunsdon, and
Sawbridgeworth. There are also a
handful of small landing strips, mainly
in East Herts.

Today, the aviation industry in
Hertfordshire continues as research,
design and development with three

page 4 No. 127 December 2022

Hatfield Local History Society Newsletter

Tiger Moth advert 1934
With kind permission of the Aviation Ancestry website -

https://www.aviationancestry.co.uk/



main companies operating in Stevenage. The Airbus Defence and Space site is Europe’s
leading supplier of Satellites, Planetary Surface Robotics, spacecraft structures,
propulsion systems, mechanisms and antennas; MBDA is a world leader in missile
systems and precision weapons; and The STEM Discovery Centre is an education
facility, developed in partnership with North Hertfordshire College, Airbus and the
Hertfordshire LEP, to celebrate STEM and inspire young people to consider a career in
science, technology, engineering and and maths.

1. For Hatfield Heritage Trail, see -

https://www.ourhatfield.org.uk/content/topics/walks-around-hatfield/the-hatfield-heritage-trail

SOCIETY NEWS

Message from the Chairman

Our meeting dates for 2023 are shown below, and we are currently confirming
speakers. But please don’t forget our remaining meeting for 2022, which is the December
social gathering.

Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great North
Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER):

· Monday, 12 December 2022 (2-4 p.m.): Christmas social meeting. As usual, do
bring along any items that may be of interest to other members.

· Monday, March 13 2023 (2-4p.m.): “The decline of the many inns of St Albans
(with some Hatfield inns as well)” – a talk by Jon Mein

· Monday  June 12 2023 (7-9p.m.) - talk t.b.d.

· Monday July 10 2023 (2-4p.m.): Summer social meeting

· Monday September 11 2023 (7-9p.m.) - talk t.b.d.

· Monday December 11 2023 (2-4p.m.): Christmas social meeting

Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members
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Obituary: Brian Lawrence

It is with great sadness that I report the passing of
Brian George Lawrence who died in August 2022. Brian
was in the first rank of local historians and, for me
personally, a frequent port-of-call when trying to answer
tricky local-history questions. We do get numerous
queries via the Contact form on our website, which come
from all over the world and I would forward the more
difficult ones to Brian; it was rare that he couldn’t point
me in the right direction.

Brian was elected chairman of our society in 1994 and served in the role until May
2004. He was the source of numerous publications, both books and magazine
articles. I was privileged that he allowed me to edit two of his later books and prepare
them for publication. These were Changing Times and Hatfield at War (2nd ed.). The
relationship between author and editor can sometimes be tense, but I cannot say how
much Brian was always tolerant of my more pernickety (?) suggestions. Brian wrote
much else, including Hatfield Answers the Call 1914-19, compiled by Chris & Derek
Martindale. He was also a useful source of information for my own book, The Ryde
Remembered.

Amongst many other achievements, Brian was also responsible for the installation
of the Display Boards in Old Hatfield.

Most members will remember Brian. I have been rereading his books and am
still struck by the warmth of his personal recollections. Let me just quote from the
start of Hatfield at War:

As a small boy of two-and-a-half years old at the outbreak of the
Second World War, I would describe myself as very much a product of
the war years. Children born just a few years earlier, during the first half
of the 1930s, must have noticed a tremendous change in their way of
life with the outbreak of war. My own earliest recollections, however,
are of life in Hatfield during the war. The restrictions imposed on us all
from 1939 onwards were ‘normal’, as I had no earlier experiences with

which to compare them.

Although I was an only child, living with my parents in a cottage
occupied by my mother’s family since it was built some 50 years
earlier, I knew it as a house that always seemed full ...

[Brian went on to describe numerous guests including
evacuees and servicemen.]

See our publications page at https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications/
for Brian's books and all our other publications.

Phil Marris (Chairman)
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