
THE JOY OF ADVERTOLOGY

If you point your Internet browser at www.aviationancestry.co.uk and enter “de
Havilland” (without the quotes) in the “Search For” box, you will be met with over 2,000
DH advertisements dating from 1918 to 1989. A few were used in our Taking Off book
and another in the September 2022 newsletter. Dave Robinson, who owns the site,
allowed us to use them freely and I am pleased to say that Dave has now provided
information about both the website and himself.

Some twenty-odd years ago, I was looking for a long-term Internet project and, as a
former RAF airframe tech and airline pilot, aviation seemed a good choice. I’m very
proud of our industrial heritage so an historical theme was decided upon.

I soon discovered that, even back then, it was difficult to find a ‘niche’ in this subject
area given the number of individuals or groups documenting the historical aviation scene
– and all credit to them! I’m an avid reader and my local independent ‘pre-loved books’
shop was selling up and asked whether I was interested in ‘having a look in the store
room’? It was there that I found piles of early Flight & The Aeroplane magazines, and
bought about 150 issues on the spot (in retrospect I wish I had bought the lot!). It was to
these I turned for inspiration for my project and the adverts stood out as the basis for my
work. I should point out that, although I have no expertise in either sales or marketing,
I’ve always enjoyed browsing magazine adverts in my chosen fields, i.e. aviation and
motor cycling.
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One has to have a grand plan before creating anything so I decided that I would
catalogue every British aviation press advertisement from 1909 to 1970; furthermore, I
decided that I would only use images from my own collection of original magazines and
scan these in such a way that no damage was caused in the process. Once scanned at
high-resolution they would be processed and entered into a database for both online and
offline use.

Critical to the process was the ‘metadata’ associated with each advert (image) and
those of you charged with documenting historical items will know that this is the hard
bit. Amongst other things, metadata is vital for determining provenance and for

searching. Finally, I decided that I would catalogue primarily by Company (or Model)
and Year to form what would in effect become a timeline of company adverts. I decided
I would call the project Aviation Ancestry and duly registered aviationancestry.co.uk &
.com for my website. I built a custom Windows software ‘app’ to automate the
cataloguing process. The database count currently stands at around 92,000.

I’m an enthusiast, and my database is a non-profit affair (although I welcome
donations). Each advert has a unique ID number; if a user would like a high-res version,
quoting this ID number will result in my emailing them a copy of the image. Within
reason, I place no restrictions on use or distribution (but I do draw the line at people who
request many images as they reckon they can ‘flog them’ on eBay!!!).

In the unlikely event that this article has set you thinking about having a go at a
similar project with your own chosen theme, I would like to caution you. My database
spans some 60+ years and the bulk of the magazines were ‘weeklies’; this meant
sourcing some 3,000+ magazines! Typically, but by no means exclusively, I use
established auction houses and bid live online – but never look at eBay or similar.

The magazines are usually inexpensive but the delivery costs for such bulky lots can
sting a bit. Each issue had to be explored for ‘new items’ and then stored. Once I’d
processed the adverts, I always made a point of reading the editorial and letters pages
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plus any other items that piqued my interest. It’s beyond the scope of this article to
list all the titles I sourced, but the majority were from the ‘big two’: Flight & The
Aeroplane. You will need a lot of bookshelves!

On the subject of editorials, these are fascinating as a means of gauging the
prevailing political and industry views of the time. By far the most outspoken of the
editors was the late great C.G. Grey of The Aeroplane; he loved a scrap and was a bit
too right of centre to remain in post during WW2. Captain W.E. Johns (of ‘Biggles’
fame and Popular Flying magazine) also fell out of favour for similar reasons. Grey
was an exceedingly controversial figure, but he knew everybody who mattered and
was greatly mourned on his passing.

Before moving on I would like to include a quote from Grey on the subject of
adverts, which he penned in the letters section of The Aeroplane in the late 1940s:

Mr. de Mayer writes of tearing the advertisement pages out of The AEROPLANE.

In its early days we printed the reading matter on the backs of advertisements, so
that readers could not tear them out.

That was partly in the interests of our advertisers, on whom we depended for a living,
but quite as much because of their historical value.

If Mr. de Mayer will look through any trade or technical paper of ten years old or
more, he will find himself, after 10 minutes (unless he be looking for some specific
article) ignoring the reading matter as mere ephemeral journalism, and studying the
advertisements as the milestones, and too often the tombstones of the history of that
trade.

Apart from a few issues from 1918 to 1923, I have managed to build a relatively
complete catalogue. However, you may be interested to know that, during these sixty
years of publishing, I estimate that no less than 100 issues never made the
newsstands due to industrial disputes; in fact, one of my ‘prize issues’ is a single
page emergency edition of The Aeroplane from 1926.
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One final point of interest is that, during the two world wars when paper rationing was
in full force, the quality of the magazines suffered considerably – as did the adverts, of
course.

So ... what are the most requested adverts? Of the 2,216 de Havilland ads, the various
Moths are the most requested type, but the Dragon Rapide ad from 1936 is the top pick.
Of the non-DH ads, the Ranalah Wheeling Machine is the top performer; ‘metal
bashers’ in the aviation or car-restoration businesses love their wheeling machines and
still treasure their ‘Ranalahs’.

Dave Robinson

__________________________________________________________________

Hatfield vs the Duke of York, 1679

Lord David Cecil was born in 1902, the younger son of the 4th Marquess of Salisbury.
He was a prominent historian, biographer, academic, and
literary and art critic. His books included some about his
own aristocratic family. In The Cecils of Hatfield House:
An English ruling family he recounts a story of a visit to
Hatfield House in 1679 by James, Duke of York, who was
the brother of Charles II and heir to the throne. James was
a Roman Catholic, and many people felt that he therefore
should be excluded from the throne. James Cecil, 3rd Earl
of Salisbury, was one of these.

He decided to leave London, where he was so unpopular, for the
North. As David Cecil recounts:

He wrote proposing that he and his family and retinue should
spend the first night of their journey at Hatfield. Salisbury felt
unable to refuse what amounted to a semi-royal command; but he
thought it due to his principles to show himself as unwelcoming
as he possibly could. He wrote back explaining that he could not be there himself to receive his
princely guests, on the unconvincing ground that he was going to be bled by a surgeon five days
before and would still be convalescent at Quixwood, a small house of his, six miles away. Worse
was to follow; the Duke and his party arrived at Hatfield to find the Great House unlit, unheated
and uninhabited. Only a small bundle of faggots had been left in the hall by way of fuel, and there
was nothing in the cellars but one barrel of small beer, and nothing in the kitchen but the
carcasses of two does, thought to have been surreptitiously left there by Salisbury’s son and heir,
who did not agree with his father about the Exclusion question.

To crown everything else, Lord Salisbury had ordered all candles and candlesticks to be
taken away, so that the poor York family faced the prospect of groping their way to bed chilled,
supperless and in the dark. They sent servants down to seek help in the town of Hatfield, where
they found persons more sympathetic to the royal cause or at any rate more generous to
benighted travellers; so that their basic wants were supplied. Next day the Duke of York, to
arouse a sense of shame in his host, gave orders that eight shillings should be left on the hall table
as payment for the faggots and the small beer. The sad story of the Duke of York’s visit to
Hatfield became the talk of Court and town.

– from The Cecils of Hatfield House: An English ruling family by Lord David Cecil;
Constable,1973
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Recollections of Hatfield Past by Mrs Jean Copeland (née Warner)

I was interested in the December 2022 newsletter, featuring the Deans of Hatfield.
I was born in Hatfield on 4/ 9/ 1932 so I am not very good at writing letters – but here

goes. My father was Jack Warner and mum was Grace and I was born in Stonecross
Road. Dad was a steam engine driver and he was born in 1901. I also had three uncles
who were engine drivers: Dick Hulks who lived in Stonecross Road, Arthur Nash who
also lived in Stonecross Road, and George Warner who lived in 2nd Right of Way,
Newtown, Hatfield. Mum was Grace Nash who was born in 1906 and lived in Primrose
Cottages. I also knew a Dean Family that lived in Stonecross Road, Mr & Mrs and three
children, Pam, David and Ann. She was a dancer and Mr Dean was a bus driver. Pam
was my friend and was a year older than me.

I also remember the day the bombs dropped on de Havilland’s. I was away from
school on the morning of 3 October 1940 as I was ill. I was in the front room and heard a
plane flying very low. I looked out of the window and saw it was a German plane. My
mum and young brother were outside in the back garden. They came running in,and
mum told me to go into the cupboard under the stairs. By this time the plane had started
to spray the area with bullets so we all went into the cupboard. I believe 21 people were
killed and seven wounded.

I also remember the morning the doodlebug bomb dropped on St Audreys School. It
was about 5 o’clock in the morning of 10 October 1944. I was lying in bed when I heard
the doodle flying overhead, then I heard the bang. The front windows on our house were
broken and the front door flew open. Later in the day the water tank in the loft began to
leak also as a result of the blast. I was going to the school at the time so I had no school to
go to for two weeks. When I returned, we had three classrooms in the hall so we could
hear what was going on in each class. We were there for two years; then I spent my last
term at the new school before leaving aged 14. I believe eight people were killed and 30
wounded in the bombing. I also knew a schoolboy called David Wilson who lost his
sight.

Well, that’s a little of my life.

SOCIETY NEWS

Message from the Chairman
Attendance at the December 2022 social meeting was badly affected by the snow, with

only a handful of members turning out, including your intrepid chairman. The Council
failed to grit the side roads leaving, for many, a difficult few hundred yards before
reaching the nearest main road. We hope for better in March.

Please note that, at the request of Hatfield Social Club, our afternoon meetings
will now run from 3-5 p.m. instead of 2-4 p.m.

Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great North
Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER):

· Monday, 13 March 2023 (3-5 p.m.): “The decline of the many inns of St Albans
(with some Hatfield inns as well)” – a talk by Jon Mein
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· Monday, 12 June 2023 (7-9 p.m.) – “‘Hatfield House and the Tudors” – a talk
by Dermot Burke

· Monday, 10 July 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Summer social meeting

· Monday, 11 Sept. 2023 (7-9 p.m.) – “The Greatest Survival Story Ever Told”
– a talk by Geoff Selley on Ernest Shackleton’s ill-fated expedition to the Antarctic,
complete with pictures and original physical artefacts

· Monday, 11 Dec. 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Christmas social meeting
Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members

Our new permanent display at Great North Business Centre (GNBC)

Members will know of the historic North Place in
the Great North Road, opposite the railway car park
which, in Victorian times, was the residence of Dr
Charles Drage who was medical attendant to four
Prime Ministers: Duke of Wellington, Lord
Melbourne, Lord Palmerston and Lord Salisbury.

It is now the home of Great North Business
Centre who kindly offered us space for a permanent
display in one of their meeting rooms, which the
committee duly set up last October. Here is a photo
of the display and of a GNBC leaflet, the latter in
case members may be interested in the facilities
offered.

We hope to include a special feature on North
Place and its present incumbent in the next
newsletter in June.

Phil Marris (Chairman)
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