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LOST BUILDINGS OF OLD HATFIELD

Mill  Green  Museum
devoted one of its rooms to a
brand new exhibition, the

e st . T “Lost  Buildings of Old
—_— e e A “ . Hatfield” between 2 February
| ™ ' & W and 14 May. It was well worth
visiting for anyone with an
interest in Hatfield, or town
planning in general.

It stemmed from an idea by
Christopher Eden, assistant
curator at the Museum. He
began looking through the
museum’s photography
collection and saw some of the
historic  buildings in Old
Hatfield that had been
demolished in the redevelopments of the town in the late 1960s and early 1970s. “I live in
Old Hatfield and walk through it on my way to work each day. I sometimes stop at the
spots where these buildings used to stand and as there is no trace of them now, I thought it
would be great to have an exhibition on these lost buildings.”

One of the themes in the exhibition was the attempts made by local individuals and
societies to save these buildings. Unfortunately, they often failed but they did succeed
with saving the 15th century house, 21 Park Street — the oldest surviving residential
building in Hatfield, and the 17th century North Place — today the Great North Business
Centre (see article below).

Christopher again: “Batterdale was the worst affected area and was almost completely
changed beyond recognition. Almost every building of note in the vicinity has been
demolished, including a fine 17th century building known as the Colonel’s House.

"In the book Commissions for the New Town: Hatfield, published in 1971, the author
wrote of what had been demolished in Old Hatfield that ‘a number of the old buildings
were not worth preserving'. I think visitors can come to the exhibition and make up their
own mind whether that is true or not.”

L

Demolition of the Militia Cottage 1972
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Demolition of the Colonel's House 1968

The exhibition looked at several substantial buildings that once stood in Old
Hatfield. These included:

The Pryor Reid Brewery Buildings, which occupied the site of the current
Salisbury Square. Pryor Reid owned 22 pubs in Hatfield until it was sold in 1920. The
buildings survived until the early 1970s when they were demolished to build Salisbury
Square.

The Militia Cottages, built in the 1840s for the local militia, which stood at the foot
of Jacob’s Ladder. The site was known as Salisbury Square and the name was reused for
the new Salisbury Square when that was built. Many local people protested about the
demolition of these cottages, but they were nevertheless pulled down in 1971.

Northcotts, an elegant Georgian house, which lay just off the Great North Road. It
had a variety of uses in the 20th century, including as a hospital in WW1. In 1971,
attempts were made to turn it into a museum, but it was demolished to make way for a
block of flats. At one time the Hatfield Social Club was on the site, but it moved into its
present-day premises just to the South of the flats.

The exhibition had display cases containing photographs, letters and objects
connected to the buildings and visitors could listen to audio recordings of former
residents of Old Hatfield (relayed through an old telephone).

Personally, I found the exhibition fascinating. It included a large orientation map
dating prior to the 60s, showing in red the buildings that were lost. It took some time to
work out how it related to the current road plan, but the effort was worthwhile.

There were also pictures of street scenes showing how busy the Old Town once was.
As in many old towns and cities, post-war redevelopments did much more damage to

our national heritage than Hitler’s bombing campaign.
Geoffrey Hollis

page 2 No. 129 June 2023



Hatfield Local History Society Newsletter

North Place (now Great North Business Centre)

In the March newsletter, we promised a more extensive article about North Place,
situated in the Great North Road opposite the multi-storey station car park. I wrote
briefly about North Place in The Ryde Remembered (publ. 2012 and still available

for purchase on our website). My brief entry ran:

Dr Lovell Drage [who lived at Burleigh Mead in the Great North Road] was
the son of Dr Charles Drage who lived at North Place ... North Place still stands
today and can be found just south of the Red Lion on the same side of the road.
It is now [in 2012] a Community Mental Health Centre. Dr Charles Drage
practised in both Hatfield and London. The British Medical Journal of 4th
March 1922 tells us that one of his earliest patients was the Duke of Wellington
and that he was later medical attendant to three other Prime Ministers—Lord
Melbourne, Lord Palmerston and Lord Salisbury. The BM.J goes on to say that
Charles Drage served on the British Medical Council and that he was “a tall
well-proportioned man of striking appearance, and was endowed with
remarkable energy and a robust constitution, a combination which enabled him
to get through an immense amount of work™. After practising for some
sixty-five years, Dr Charles Drage retired in 1912 and died in 1922 at the grand

old age of 97 years.

The origins of North Place are not well known. It would have been commissioned
by one of the Earls of Salisbury but, without title deeds, an exact year cannot be
ascertained. One can see the outline of North Place from the rare 1845 map below
(courtesy HLHS member Brian Tott) showing the planned route of the new railway
line from London to York. The Red Lion T-Junction was a crossroads before the line
was laid. The outline of North Place is visible to the left of The Red Lion.

Much is known about the occupants of North Place, but there is little room to
mention them here. It was requisitioned by the War Office in WW2 and then by
Hatfield Rural District Council and, later, WH District Council to house various

council departments. On the
next page is a photo of North
Place taken in 1968 (courtesy
Michael Stevens).

HLHS member Beryl Blanks
remembers North Place and has
provided her own recollections

of her time there (see letter ‘,‘

below), and Geoffrey Hollis
counts its  saving from
demolition as one of the few

successes among the attempts |
made by local individuals and | *

societies to save such buildings
(see front page).
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In more recent times, an article in
the WH Times (26 June 1996) reported
the establishing of a community
mental health centre at North Place,
the building having previously been
occupied by the British Nursing
Association, who moved to larger
premises in the town. The mental
health centre was there until around
2014.

In 2015, the Grade 2 listed North
Place became the Great North
Business Centre (GNBC) under the
leadership of director Richard Peeters.
At the time of his arrival, the building
was still occupied by ‘“guardians”,
who were so called as they occupied
various rooms at a low rent in return
for safe-guarding the building. It was not unusual for Richard to see one or two of them
wandering around in their dressing gowns while he was trying to do the place up.

So, today, North Place is home to a commercial enterprise offering office spaces and
meeting rooms to small business owners. I can vouch for the pleasant environment as
we (the committee) had the pleasure of using one of GNBC’s meeting rooms on a
couple of occasions late last year. For more detail, please point your browser at
https://www.gnbc.co.uk/ to see the services that GNBC provide.

I am hoping Richard Peeters may provide his own personal recollections of the last
eight years, along with a few of his photographs taken during the refurbishment. We are
lucky that North Place is already so well documented.

Phil Marris

THE BUNKER AT HATFIELD POLICE STATION

Members may be aware of the recent opening of the Bunker Museum in the present-day
Police Station. The museum is situated below ground and, during WW2, provided no less
than Geoffrey de Havilland with a place of safety when air-raid sirens were sounded.

In January this year, the committee was given a guided tour of the museum, which
comprises four small connecting rooms full of fascinating exhibits. Access is not suitable
for members with mobility problems — as I can personally attest, having badly sprained
my knee only a few days before. I pretty-well fell down the outside steps on the way out,
as there is no handrail. But, in all other respects, I cannot praise the museum highly
enough. The visit was fascinating and can be fully commended. I had great fun cranking a
fully-working portable air-raid siren. The curator gave me permission but said he would
need to close the door upstairs first. As I turned and turned the handle, it soon became
obvious as to why.
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Scale model of Hatfield Aerodrome in the Bunker Museum

Details of the museum will be found at https://www.hatfieldbunker.co.uk/. The
website provides a booking system if you would like to book a tour. Tours last around
an hour and can accommodate up to six people at a time.

Phil Marris

Edwin Payne WWI Archive

As some of you may know, while researching World War I back in 2014-18 Chris and

Derek Martindale and Alan Wakefield with the archive

Derek Martindale were greatly
helped in their research by
having to hand Hatfield man
Edwin Payne’s WWI1 archive

| containing his war diaries,
photographs, and other

memorabilia.
Edwin’s daughter, the late

- Sylvia Honnor, wished to have
_ the archive deposited at the

Imperial War Museum. Chris
and Derek contacted the Museum
and after many delays visited the
IWM (Duxford) on 28 February
this year. They met Alan
Wakefield, Head of 1st World
War and Early 20" Century
Conflict, who was keen to see the
archive containing rare accounts
of the 10™ Irish Regiment in the
Middle East. Alan was pleased to
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accept the archive into the museum where it will be conserved, catalogued and kept
for prosperity.
If you would like to read excerpts from Edwin’s diaries visit our website:

https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/extract-from-edwin-payne-ww1-diaries/

Cecilson US TV

It was interesting in February to see an American presentation of the progenitors of
the Salisbury line. The Television Channel PBS America (a British TV channel
sourced from the USA’s “Public
Broadcasting  Service”) showed a
three-part series, “Elizabeth I's Secret
Agents”, promoted as “Five decades of the
story of the Cecils”.

The first instalment featured William
Cecil (who became Lord Burleigh) and his
—— International espionage network, 7
“William Cecil  cmploying elaborately coded messages, Robert Cecil

which resulted in the execution at his order
of Mary Queen of Scots — and this, to his downfall. His work as
master-spy was taken over by his son, Robert Cecil (later the 1st Earl of Salisbury).
Part 2 of the series concentrated on Robert Cecil’s rivalry with the Earl of Essex —
ending with Essex’s rebellion and execution. At the time of the death of Elizabeth, in
1603, Robert Cecil was “the most powerful man in government”.

Part 3 credited Robert Cecil with the installation of James VI of Scotland as the
new king of England, the union of the two kingdoms as Britain, and the foiling of the
Catholic terrorist Gunpowder plot — after which James conferred the title, Viscount
of Cranborne, on Robert.

Truly these two early Cecils are shown as having huge influence in English
history!

Readers' Letters

More on North Place

I found the March Newsletter most interesting and enjoyable as always. Two
things were of particular importance to me. The first was the photo of North Place. I
was born on 25 March 1932, and I have always been led to believe that I was
delivered by a Dr. Lamb, from North Place. My parents Harry and Rose Crane lived
at Ground Lane in the Salisbury cottages, together with my Uncle Harry and brother
John. March 25th that year was Hot Cross Bun Day, and my father always said I was
a hot cross bun. Two years ago [ had a great grandchild born on hot cross bun day, so
I related that story to her parents. They loved it! So now we have two hot cross buns
in the family.

Asregards North Place; [ worked there for some eight years, from 1948 to around
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1956. I was a secretary in the Engineer and Surveyors department, Hatfield RDC.

There were a few departments in North Place — on the ground floor there were The
Sanitary Inspectors offices, the Medical Officer’s office, the Fuel Office and the
Surveyors offices. On the upper floor was the all important kitchen where we made our
tea and coffee, and the offices of the Architects Department. On this floor too was the
home of the caretakers —a Mr. and Mrs. Denmark, if my memory serves me correctly .

Best wishes,
Beryl Blanks (Mrs) née Crane

Engine Cleaners 1918

Jean Copeland shouldn’t have reservations about
her writing skills. Her letter (see the previous issue)
was excellent and contained a lot of facts about her
family.

Stanley Dean was my father’s eldest brother. He
volunteered to serve in the Army at the beginning of
World War 1, after which he joined the Metropolitan
Police and later became a bus driver.

He married Elizabeth (Bet) Hawkes and they lived at
122 Stonecross Road.

Before becoming an engine driver it was necessary
to work as an engine cleaner and then a fireman. The
photograph shows engine cleaners in 1918. They are,
left to right:

Back: Percy Barnes, Ted Lawrence, Fred Rice, Jack
Warner (Jean’s father)
Front: Henry Wood, Ernie Brice, Vic Dean (my
father), Charlie Huggins, Alf Webster
John Dean

SOCIETY NEWS

Message from the Chairman

You are invited to attend the Society’s 30th AGM, which will be held on 12 June 2023
(see below) and followed by a talk on “Hatfield House and the Tudors”, which will be
given by Dermot Burke, a guide at Hatfield House.

Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great North
Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER) for the rest of 2023:

e Monday, 12 June 2023 (7-9 p.m.): AGM followed by “Hatfield House and the
Tudors” — a talk by Dermot Burke

e Monday, 10 July 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Summer social meeting
e Monday, 11 Sept. 2023 (7-9 p.m.): “The Greatest Survival Story Ever Told” — a
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talk by Geoff Selley on Ernest Shackleton’s ill-fated expedition to the Antarctic,
complete with pictures and original physical artefacts

e Monday, 11 Dec. 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Christmas social meeting

Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

The agenda for the forthcoming AGM is shown below. Paper copies will be provided
to attending members along with the 2022/23 accounts.

Agenda

Apologies

Approval of minutes of the 29th AGM, held 13th June 2022
Matters arising not covered elsewhere

Chairman’s report

Treasurer’s report

Election of accounts examiner

Election of committee members

Any other business

NN BB =

Please send any motions for the AGM by email to contact@hatfieldhistory.uk or by
post to Mrs Chris Martindale, Secretary, Hatfield Local History Society, 30 EIm Drive,
Hatfield, Herts AL10 8NU. Also, if you would like to join the committee, please let us
know via these same contact details. We are, as ever, short-handed, so an extra pair of
hands would be welcome.

Phil Marris (Chairman)

From 25 May until 3 September Mill Green
Museum will display an exhibition, "Rock
Around the Block". This will explore the
development of pop music in Hatfield
1940-1980, highlighting local musicians and
bands as well as venues. It will include musical
instruments and memorabilia from the time.
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