
ROCK AROUND THE BLOCK" EXHIBITION

Members may recall the book
Rock around the Block which
chronicled popular music, dance
and venues in Hatfield from the
1930s to the end of the 80s. As
more information inevitably
surfaced, a second edition was
compiled; and now a third one is
on the shelves!

The reason for it was to
complement an exhibition about
the subject at Mill Green Museum
– also entitled “Rock Around the
Block” – which runs from May
until September.

On display are several musical
artefacts contributed by Paul

Griggs and Danny Bacon, such as their earliest
guitars which included Paul’s tea chest bass used by
his skiffle band in 1958. Danny also loaned his iconic
Dansette ‘portable’ record player. These two Hatfield
lads each played in a number of local pop groups
from the late 1950s (in Paul’s case) and during those
halcyon days throughout the swinging 60s – and
beyond.  Both still perform nowadays.

Whilst Paul enjoyed chart success with his group
Guys and Dolls, other Hatfield guys attained
international stardom, such as Donovan, Colin
Blunstone and Hugh Grundy of the Zombies, plus
Mick Taylor of the Rolling Stones.

Legendary Beatles producer George Martin used
to live in Roe Green Close and in the 1950s he
sometimes took groups of local youngsters to the
Abbey Road Studios to help record novelty songs.
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A tea-chest bass from 1958; a 1940s record player;

an electric guitar from 1964 and a 1950s dress.

Hatfield pop group The Juniors

c. 1963.



Schoolboy David Dickenson was one of
them, and he got paid a few shillings too.

Panels around the room explained how
popular musical trends developed in
Hatfield – and who played what and where.

Teenage pianist Dick Whittingham began
work at de Havilland in 1935 and played in
local dance bands for the next 30 years. He
wrote about the ‘Dancing Days’ with a
particular reference to Hatfield’s old Public
Hall which was sited opposite the railway

station, close to the Great Northern pub.
Dick went on to be leader and arranger for The Nitehawks band, who often played

five evenings a week!
A particular feature of the exhibition is an interactive film that allows visitors

to experience the music played – and the performances – of Hatfield’s many famous
musicians (including some not-so-famous ones) who have all left a musical legacy in
some capacity.

The 3rd edition of Rock around the Block book can be bought via the History Society’s
website at

https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications/rock-around-the-block/

Jon Brindle

______________________________________________________

SMALLFORD STATION AND ALBAN WAY

On 12 June,
following the
Society’s AGM, Jeff
Lewis, the Chair of
Smallford Station &
Alban Way Heritage
Society (SSAWHS)
spoke (at short
notice, after the
planned speaker had
proved unavailable)
on their noteworthy
progress in im-
proving the environ-
ment of the old
station (which
includes a securely
fenced-off but
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visible Grade 2 Listed Building) in
collaboration with St Albans City &
District Council (SCADC) officers.

He also told us of the Great
Northern Railway trains that ran
between Hatfield and St Albans
from 1865 onwards; passenger
numbers were inevitably reduced
when a direct line between St
Albans and London (the Midland
main line) opened in 1868. The old
branch line had eight stops –
‘Stations’ at Hatfield, Smallford
(called Springfield until 1879), Hill
End, St Albans GNR (later called
‘London Road’) and St Albans
Abbey – and others known as
‘Halts’, at Lemsford Road in
Hatfield (a wartime-built halt
mainly for de Havilland’s staff),
Nast Hyde, and Salvation
Army/Sander’s, where
passenger-carrying trains would
stop only ‘on request’. Passenger
traffic on the line was ultimately
stopped in 1951, while transport of
freight continued until 1968. The
freight carried included Sander’s
orchids, the Salvation Army’s War Cry, meat to a wartime Ministry-built cold store
and, later, bananas.

After the final closure of the line and lifting of the track, the forsaken trackbed
became increasingly used as an informal footpath and cycling way. In the 1980’s, St
Albans City & District Council and Welwyn Hatfield District Council collaborated
in its purchase and ‘upgrading’ to form today’s ‘Alban Way’.

2013 saw the initiation of the local ‘Bringing the History of Smallford Station to

Life’ historical research/community information project - the Heritage Lottery fund
awarded a £10,000 grant for this work, enabling researchers’ travel to York
(National Railway Museum), Kew (National Archives), London (British Film
Institute), Hertfordshire Archives & Libraries, etc. This indirectly led to a desire to

ensure a ‘better future’ for the station site - essentially, the SCADC-owned Platform
and upgraded Car Park areas available to the general public users of the Alban Way.

The ‘Bringing the History of Smallford Station to Life’ project morphed into
today’s ‘Smallford Station & Alban Way Heritage Society’ with this aim.

As the privately-owned Grade II Listed Station Building is currently not
accessible to anyone but its owners, the Society has resolved to improve the
environment adjacent to it (owned by SCADC) as far as possible, including careful
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adherence to official requirements relating to its direct physical connection with a
Listed Building. The required Planning Permissions were granted unanimously by
members of the Council in 2022 and the resulting developments are now well advanced,
as photos show, though with more still to be done as circumstances permit.

We learnt more of Smallford station at our social meeting on 10 July, when Alastair
Cameron, archivist of physical objects of SSAWHS, told us of some of the items that
had been donated or discovered when digging in the area: ash tray inserts, boundary
markers, bricks, levers, rail chairs, a piece of "steam coal", track plates. They were
shown to us on slides; on display in the room too were two Signal Box Name Boards
from the main line at Red Hall and Marshmoor, and many photos of Smallford.

SOCIETY NEWS

Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great North
Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER) for the rest of 2023:

· Monday, 11 Sept. 2023 (7-9 p.m.): “The Greatest Survival Story Ever Told” – a
talk by Geoff Selley on Ernest Shackleton’s ill-fated expedition to the Antarctic,
complete with pictures and original physical artefacts

· Monday, 11 Dec. 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Christmas social meeting. Members are
invited to bring along local-history items that may interest other members.

Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members
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Our September Talk (“The Greatest Survival Story Ever Told”)

As somewhat of a departure from our
usual local-history focus, the committee
has invited Geoff Selley FRGS to talk
about Ernest Shackleton’s ill-fated
expedition to the Antarctic in 1914-17.
The expedition ran into trouble when the
expedition’s ship Endurance became
trapped in pack ice in 1915 and eventually
sank. The crew all survived her sinking
and managed to reach the remote, and
rarely visited, Elephant Island. Shackleton,
with a handful of others, then set off to
reach South Georgia for help. The rescue
was eventually successful.

Geoff Selley is the current “custodian”
of this talk which has been handed down
in direct succession from Dr Hussey, one
of the original expedition members. Thus,
the talk goes back in an unbroken line for
something like a hundred years, with the
eerie glow of the original magic lantern
faithfully reproduced.

Mr Selley has asked your Chairman to
provide three 6ft tables in order to display
some of the original surviving artefacts
now in his safe-keeping. Members will
hopefully find this talk of great interest.

Message from the Chairman

The Society’s 30th AGM was held on 12 June 2023. Reports and accounts were
accepted and committee members duly re-elected, comprising Phil Marris (Chairman,
Webmaster & Publications Editor), Chris Martindale (Secretary), Terry Cull (Treasurer),
Jane Teather (Publications Officer) and Alastair Cameron & Margaret Stephens who
organize our talks and events. Derek Martindale was re-elected as the Society’s accounts
examiner. No other members volunteered to serve on the committee.

An interesting question was raised during AoB: We have an ageing membership, so
how to attract younger new members? It was agreed that, from 2024, we will have three
(rather than two) evening meetings per year (which younger members would find easier
to attend). We should also advertise our Society more widely but, as I pointed out during
AoB, we don’t have sufficient committee members to carry this out. We do though have a
presence on several websites. Paul Savage suggested the idea of his creating posters for
local display to advertise each of our forthcoming talks and events. Those attending
thought this an excellent idea.
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Our New Presence in the WH Times

Member Geoffrey Hollis has taken to writing about Hatfield’s local history for the
Welwyn Hatfield Times. His first article (11 April 2023) brilliantly covered the
“Hatfield Aerodrome Heritage Trail”. His second (6 June 2023) recalled the life of
Hatfield aviation pioneer Sir Geoffrey de Havilland. If you missed these articles, point
your web browser at https://www.whtimes.co.uk/ and search for “Hollis”. These two
articles will be found amongst the search results. Geoffrey is now working on an
article on the DH Comet. Do look out for it!

Yet More Books

Poetry about Hatfield
Besides Jon Brindle’s third edition of Rock around the Block

(see page 1), I am pleased to announce Poetry about Hatfield
compiled by Hazel Bell. This is an anthology of Hatfield poems
dating from the Seventeenth Century to the present day. An
astonishing number of historical poems mentioning Hatfield have
been identified and I have uploaded the book as a free-to-read
PDF on the Society’s website.

Go to https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications/ and scroll down to find it.

Older blue-bound A5 booklets

Members will recall those old blue-bound booklets, produced by the late Frank Cox.
I have taken five of them, scanned every page, and uploaded them as free-to-read
PDFs on the website.

Go to https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications/, scroll down, and click on the
individual front covers in order to read them.

Phil Marris (Chairman)
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