
In this edition, Paul Savage provides us with a history of Countess Anne's School along with some family
recollections of the establishment.

ANNE, DOWAGER COUNTESS OF SALISBURY’s CHARITY

Anne Cecil, Countess of Salisbury (9 August 1693 – 22 March
1757), formerly Lady Anne Tufton, the daughter of Thomas
Tufton, 6th Earl of Thanet, and his wife Catharine, the former
Lady Catharine Cavendish, married James Cecil 5th Earl of
Salisbury (8 June 1691- 9 October 1728) in February 1709.
Together they had four children:

James Cecil (1713–1780) 6th Earl of Salisbury.
Anne Cecil (1719–1752), who married William Strode and

had no children.
Catherine Cecil (c. 1722–1752), who married John Perceval,

2nd Earl of Egmont. They had five sons and two daughters.
Margaret Cecil who died of smallpox in 1752, unmarried, at

the home of her eldest daughter, Catherine, Countess of Egmont, in Pall Mall, London.

Margaret's other daughter, Anne, died later in the same year.
The 6th Earl died in 1728, aged 37, and was succeeded by their only son, James.
After her husband’s death Anne became the Dowager Countess of Salisbury and

dedicated her life to improving the lives of the people of the Salisbury Estates.

In 1732 she started a charity school for girls - one of the first schools in England that
was started to educate girls. She originally educated forty girls between the ages of nine
and sixteen, twenty of whom were from the estate. These twenty were educated and
clothed free of charge from funds provided by the Countess. The other twenty places were
for the daughters of local tradesmen and farmers of the town.

The rules were strict; any absenteeism, swearing or ‘disorderly behaviour’ would result
in expulsion. The complete set of school rules was worked by the original girls of the
school into a large needlework sampler which can still be seen in Countess Anne School.

The school originally occupied a building near Lawn House by the Estate Offices in
Hatfield Park. It soon moved to the Town Lodge above the arch at the top of Fore Street.
Then in the 1870s it moved to Church Street, into a building that was erected in 1860 to
use as a temprary church in while St. Etheldreda's was being partially rebuilt and
restored. (What a magnificent temporary building!)
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This miniature was painted by
Bernard Lens III and bought by
Queen Victoria in 1852 for eight

guineas.
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In 1870 they moved to a building that had been put up to use as a church while St.
Etheldreda's was being rebuilt.

In 1900 the school had twenty girl pupils, daughters of the managers in the park,
plus another twenty from local tradesmen from the town who had to pay for their

education to the tune of 15 shillings per three months - a lot of money in those days.
The charity school closed in 1912 and reopened as the Church of England School in

1913; but soon reverted to the name Countess Anne while holding onto Church of
England school, as Countess Anne Church of England Primary School. Soon
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Pupils in front of Countess Anne's School, 1896

The sampler embroidered with the rules of Countess Anne's School Photo H. W. Gray



afterwards they took in the infants from the London Road
School on the corner of Great North Road and Batterdale, so
becoming a mixed infant and primary school.

My father went there in 1916, as did I in 1951. In the winter it
was blooming cold, because of the high roof and the 19th century
construction. I got home from school one day at the age of five,
and told my parents that we had a (supply) teacher called Miss
Butterfield. My father, who was 34 years older than I, went
white and said “My God, she taught me!”

In 1962 the school then moved to the renovated St Audrey’s
Secondary School building in School Lane, when St. Audrey's
moved to new premises in South Hatfield. The building in
Church Street belongs to the Gascoyne-Cecil Estate and is now
used as the Church Hall. Although it still looks the same it has
lost a few metres off the end; also, the roof line has changed. The
floor has been raised; probably to get over the unevenness of the
original floor.

When I was there Mr Tom Padgett was the Head Teacher. You
could always see him riding his bicycle around Hatfield. After
being demobbed after WW2 he became a teacher at St Audrey’s,
leaving there  to take up the position of head at Countess Anne.

________________________________________________________________

Cycling with Pevsner in Herts
Our speaker on 13 June, Karen Richardson, told us how in 2020, at the start of the

first Covid-19 lockdown, she began to take regular cycle rides, starting from
Hatfield, with two friends – Adam Edwards and Jane Teather (our very own
Publications Officer) – as a way of getting exercise during this difficult time.
Inspired by a talk she attended to celebrate the release of the 3rd edition of Nikolaus
Pevsner’s Hertfordshire she bought a copy of the book and began to seek out some

of Hertfordshire’s
architectural treasures.

Pevsner had driven
round Hertfordshire in
1959 and been much
impressed by its
architecture.

Each ride began in
Hatfield, with three main
criteria for choice: places
of historical and
architectural interest; cafes
and take- aways (as these
were in short supply in the
early days); and wind
direction and slope, to
enable best use of energy.
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Tom Padgett

Scott's Grotto, Ware



Karen told us of the history and architecture of the sites the group chose to visit. At
Stansted Abbot they saw Rye House, where in 1683 a plot was devised to assassinate
King Charles II. In Ware, they saw Scott’s Grotto, built in the 1760s by local poet John
Scott; riverside gazebos, built by innkeepers and other owners of property on the high
street, as a means of finding some peace and quiet away from their hectic lives in

town; and kilns of the malting industry redesigned by Charles Wells.
She also told us of Pulhamite stone, an anthropic rock invented by the Pulham

family of Broxbourne, much used for grottoes and features in parks. The cycle tour took
in several Pulhamite sites such as the Victorian Danesbury Fernery at Welwyn;
Benington Lordship; and Carpenters Park and Herb Ash School in Watford.

Hazel Bell
____________________________________________________________________________

Youth Festival, 1953

_________________________________________________________________________________

Hatfield Breweries

Most breweries originated when a wife began brewing for her husband when he
returned from work. Drinking ale was then a lot safer than drinking
water. Then the husband’s mate would come around and have an ale
with him – then another would come, and so on. The wife then started
brewing and selling her beer to friends and neighbours. She had to get
licensed to sell beer, and was classed as an ale house. Some of them
grew because they made better ale; some stopped and went to another

ale house.
After a while you would get competition and only the better ale

houses stayed; the others could not compete. This still goes on today;

page 4 No. 126 September 2022

Hatfield Local History Society Newsletter

This photo was supplied by John

Norman, shown second from the

right in the foreground, then aged

ten, a pupil at Green Lanes School.

It was taken in 1953, after the

Coronation - perhaps on an

occasion when senior pupils from

Hatfield’s three primary schools

were invited to an event on the

South Front, which Lord Salisbury

used to open for local events.

Can anyone identify people in

the photo - apart from the central

figure of the Queen Mother?



beer producers get taken over by bigger beer companies and people made redundant
start their own micro-brewery, which grows and decides to buy a pub – then another –
and so on.

Hatfield has had three breweries (as distinct from ale houses): two in old Hatfield and
one behind the Boar and Castle in New Town. The latter was Charles Bradshaw and was
certainly around in the 1850s. Pryor Reid was the main brewer of the town based in old
Htfield. Pryor was actually a maltster and ran the malting side of the business. He then
started brewing in his own right and moved up to Baldock where he bought into a
brewery with a Mr Simpson. This brewery was working until the mid 1960s.

Paul Savage

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Tin Can Tommy Tree by Jennie Powell  94 pp, £7.00

Jennie Powell writes in this book of her childhood home:
“We lived in a small hamlet, surrounded by beautiful countryside,

with several farms nearby and acres of woodland. Near to my house
there were several distinct areas of woodland, each with a different
name: Little Dell, White’s Dell, the Big Wood and Bluebell Wood.”

This is in fact Roe Green in South Hatfield, where Jennie
grew up. In this book she recounts memories of her childhood,
against the background of Hatfield’s being developed as an overspill
town for London. As she sees it: “The lovely fields and woods …
were destroyed to make way for hundreds of houses.… Our rural
fields were beginning to be replaced by building plots and, surprisingly quickly,
foundations were dug and brick walls began to appear…. New roads were built,
acquiring names such as Meadow Dell, Oak Grove, Farmer’s Croft, in compensation
for the destructive process.”

Jennie has published this book herself; proceeds from sales will go to Parkinson's
UK: a registered charity in support of the Parkinson's Disease Society. Copies will be
available for purchase at our September meeting, and are also obtainable from Liz
Wells: email davidandlizw@yahoo.co.uk or telephone  01707 271554.

SOCIETY NEWS

Message from the Chairman

The 29th AGM was held at Hatfield Social Club on Monday, 13 June 2022. There was
a good turn-out and all resolutions were passed (see below for details). This was our
first AGM in person since June 2019. For the years 2019/20 and 20/21, reports and
accounts were instead published in the June 2021 newsletter.

We look forward to a good turnout at our next meeting in September.

Diary Dates

The following meetings have been booked with Hatfield Social Club (76 Great North
Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER):

· Monday, 12 September 2022 (7-9 p.m.): “110 years of Aviation Heritage in
Hertfordshire” – a talk by Guy Thomas
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· Monday, 12 December 2022 (2-4 p.m.): Christmas social meeting. As usual,
do bring along any items that may be of interest to other members.

Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members

Recent Events

Hatfield Library held a
“History Month” event during
May, which included a display
prepared by the committee. On
the final day (28th May),
committee members took turns
to man the display, which the
Library allowed us to reposition
just inside the front door. There
was good interest from the
public, including a most
interesting photo (see page 4).

Annual General Meeting

The meeting accepted the
Chairman’s Report and the
2021/22 accounts (prepared by
Terry Cull and checked by

Derek Martindale). Derek also kindly agreed to continue in his role for 2022/23.
The present committee also agreed to continue in their roles, and this motion was

duly proposed and seconded. The committee comprises: Phil Marris (chairman,
publications editor & webmaster), Chris Martindale (secretary), Terry Cull
(treasurer), Jane Teather (publications officer), Margaret Stephens (events
organizer) and Alastair Cameron (committee member).

I mentioned at the AGM our progress with book sales since we went “digital” in
2014 and started using an Internet site called “Lulu” for the printing. Publications
comprise the replica series of Hatfield and ist People, Taking Off, Hatfield at War
and Changing Times. Each title has an ISBN, which means it can be purchased from
anywhere in the world via Internet booksellers such as Amazon. The books can also
be purchased locally via our website (www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications).
Looking at our sales history, since 2014 we have sold over 2,000 books using this
approach, each giving a small profit margin that helps to keep our bank-balance
healthy. Our older pre-digitisation books are also still available, but only locally via
the website – but these too provide a small profit margin.

Phil Marris (Chairman)
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Alastair Cameron and Chris Martindale by the
Hatfield Local History Society display at Hatfield

Library, 28 May 2022


