
Recently HLHS and Mill Green Museum received from Mike Allen of Potters Bar &
District Local History Society photos of Hatfield taken in the 1930s by press
photographer, Frank Coles of Barnet. Amongst these were two images of children’s
Christmas parties taken at very different locations in Hatfield: one old and one modern.

The photo above is believed to be of Lord and Lady Salisbury’s Christmas party. Ernest
Jones (see Newsletter no. 62) remembers parties, organised for the school children of
Hatfield, held in the Old Palace. Donald James Hyde (Newsletter no. 108) remembers
parties held in the old Public Hall where children were given a penny and an apple. Which
venue was it; I wonder?

The photo overleaf is of a Christmas party held at the de Havilland aircraft company
which had moved to Hatfield in the early 1930s. In the 1950s Albert Jackson recalls, “so
many came that the upstairs canteen was filled with children for three Saturdays each
January” (see our book, Taking Off, p.68); each received a Christmas present from Father
Christmas to go home with.

Do firms nowadays hold children’s Christmas parties or is it a thing of the past?
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Chris Martindale.
__________________________________________________________________________________

WILLIAM PAYNE, DRIVER OF THE FAMOUS SILVER LINK TRAIN

Sometime ago, while researching Hatfield
man Edwin Payne who wrote a diary of his
experiences in WWI*, I came across a copy of
a newspaper article (which is undated and has
the newspaper’s title cut off) concerning
Edwin’s brother William, who also had some
claim to fame – although not in WWI.

The cutting is headed, “DEATH OF MR. W.
PAYNE”, and a handwritten note adds “aged
57 Passed away February 22/37”. The article

follows. - Chris Martindale

Mr. William Payne, the Hatfield man who
had the honour in September, 1935 of being
chosen as the driver of the famous “Silver
Link”, the magnificent, streamlined engine of
the L.N.-E. R. [sic] for its inaugural run from
Newcastle to Kings Cross, died on Monday.

Mr Payne had been in the service of the
Company for almost forty years. He was a
native of Hatfield and was trained at the local
Locomotive Department.
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Later, he went to live in London, and
regularly drove North-bound trains from
Kings Cross. He it was who was on the
footplate of the train which brought the
King and Queen of Norway to the Silver
Jubilee celebrations, and, during his
career on the railway, he was responsible
for setting up several speed records.

He expressed himself as the proudest
man in England when he was selected to
drive the “Silver Link,” and on the first
run when he drew to Newcastle, where
there were thousands of people to inspect
the new engine, he was introduced to the
Lord Mayor and Sheriff. On arrival in
London the train was met by the Lord
Mayor, and Mr Payne was presented to
him, as well as to many other
distinguished people.

“I have handled some engines in my
time,” he said, “but never anything
approaching this one.” Afterwards Mr.
Payne regularly took his turn in driving this series of famous trains.

A member of a well-known Hatfield family, his father was also in the service of
the Company as a locomotive-engineer for forty years. Mr Payne leaves a widow,
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Postcard of the Silver Link passing through Hatfield Station taken by Mervyn Powell, a
Hatfield photographer.



three sons and one daughter. Mr Edwin Payne, who runs a printing business at Hatfield,
is one of his two brothers who reside in the village, where his mother and three sisters
also live.

* Edwin Payne’s diaries can be seen on the website
(https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/extract-from-edwin-payne-ww1-diaries/).

HLHS member Terry Pankhurst is a relative of Payne's, and supplied the first two
photographs above.

SOCIETY NEWS

Diary Dates

The final meeting for 2023 will be held at our usual venue, Hatfield Social Club (76
Great North Rd, Hatfield AL9 5ER):

· Monday, 11 Dec. 2023 (3-5 p.m.): Christmas social meeting. Members are
invited to bring along local-history items that may interest other members.

Admission: £1 for members, £2 for non-members

Message from the Chairman – Resignation Announcement

I have served as Chairman of Hatfield Local History Society (HLHS) for well over
four years but, with our on-going shortage of committee members, I am also both
webmaster and publications editor, let alone helping with organising events and
researching enquiries that come in via our website.

For personal reasons, I regret that I will be resigning as Chairman at the end of 2023,
but will be pleased to continue in the other roles. None is overly time-consuming, but
their accumulation has become too much for one person.

Without a Chairman, let alone our long-running shortage of committee members,
our presently small committee has discussed how to take the Society forward, rather
than see it close down. An idea is to convert HLHS to a predominantly on-line society,
with a printed quarterly newsletter and a single meeting in June each year, as a social
event and for the AGM.

We will continue to maintain the website, produce the newsletters, carry out
research, create new publications and sell our books, hoping you will continue to
support us. Hatfield has a rich history, and it would be a shame to see the Society
disappear. We will discuss this further at our Christmas social meeting on 11 December
– and you are all encouraged to attend and participate. In the meantime, if you have
ideas for additional committee members and/or a new chairman, please contact me via
the Contact form on our website: https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/contact/

We propose to retain the annual membership fee of £6 per annum, which will cover
the printing and postage costs for the quarterly newsletter.
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Hatfield and its People

On a more positive note, I was recently
contacted by Elizabeth Shepherd who has kindly
donated a bound version of the original Hatfield
and its People booklets (publ. 1959-64) which her
husband, Brian Shepherd, collected at the time
and had bound into a single volume in red
Morocco leather, with its own protective card box
cover. At the time, Brian was an aeronautical
engineering apprentice with de Havilland. Do any
of you remember him?

Elizabeth writes, “He was never a member of the WEA who produced the booklets,
if I remember correctly, under the leadership of the then headmaster (Dr. Hutton) at the
secondary technical school which is now part of the university campus. At that time, I
lived in Roe Green Close with my parents and did a secretarial course at Hatfield
Technical College, which is where I met Brian.”

On behalf of the Society, I was of course delighted to accept Elizabeth’s kind offer
and, with her agreement, we are hoping to pass this unique volume to Mill Green
Museum so that it can be properly curated.

Hatfield and its People – Omnibus Edition

Members will recall that we published facsimile
editions of the Hatfield and its People booklets in 2014.
This involved my scanning around 550 pages and then
assembling the booklets digitally, with much help from
Chris Martindale, Jane Teather, Henry Gray and Robin
Harcourt Williams. A cumulative index was then
produced by our present newsletter editor, Hazel Bell.

Around two years ago, I started experimenting
with the possibility of an Omnibus edition, which
would bring the digitized booklets, including Hazel’s
index, into a single volume, rather like Brian
Shepherd’s idea (above) but with the bonus of
availability on-line. By the time you read this (written
mid-October), I hope you will find copies available for
purchase via our website:

https://www.hatfieldhistory.uk/publications/

Architectural Project at the University of Hertfordshire

I was recently contacted by Dr Ian Owen, Senior Lecturer in Architecture at the
University of Hertfordshire and who also leads the programme for post-graduate students
studying for a Master degree in Architecture & Urbanism (M.Arch).

It was for these latter students that Ian wanted our help. On 4 October, Ian and I
organised a two-hour walk around Hatfield where four of our committee members
accompanied his “M.Arch” students whom he had tasked to produce case studies
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covering the post-war New Town development of different parts of the town (“good,
bad, warts and all”, as a layman such as me might put it). During the walk, while Ian
pointed out points of architectural interest, it was our task to put some “meat on the
bone”, as it were, by providing details that the students might not easily find in books.
For example, Chris Martindale took us to the first house built by Hatfield
Development Corporation (which I for one, couldn’t have done), but I did show them
photographs of White Lion Square when it was a car park and also Market Square with
its original water feature (usually full of cabbage leaves after Market Day). We were
impressed by the students who were friendly and unassuming, and clearly very bright.
I for one am sure they will all do well. We will keep in touch during their case-study
work to help with follow-up questions. It was a pleasant afternoon and Dr Owen tells
me that his post-grad students also enjoyed it immensely.

Phil Marris (Chairman)
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Chris Martindale far left; Back row, right to left: Alastair Cameron (with cap); Phil
Marris (with hat); Adam Edwards; Dr Ian Owen; Jane Teather in front  row, second

from right.


